Arab L^gue wants comprehensive 
review of sanctions on Iraq 

I GAffiO ^ague Secretan'-GeneraJ 

.J.Bmat AbduJ Meguid on Tuesday called for a com- 
review of U.N. sanctions against Iraq say- 
mgVtbe' crippling eight-year-old embargo had last^ 
ggog'enough." “The Security Council should quickly 
to-a comprehensive review of the sanctions 
p;j>o^ :On Iraq because the sanctions have lasted 
gag-enough,” Abdul Meguid told reporters. Abdul 
Meguid added chat the Arab League remains opposed 
to dic..usc of military force against Iraq “because it 
would, further complicate the situation'' there. On 
ilonday the U.S. government said it may still carry 
oui a .militaiy- strike against Iraq unless Baghdad 
apledgeto cooperate with U.N. arms inspectors 
ID chdrge of disarming Iraq. 
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Israel protests against draft U.N. 
General Assembly resolution 

TEL AVIV iaFP) — Israel protested Tuesday against a 
draft Li.N. Genend A-ssemblv resolution which it said 
potidcalJy exploits Holy Land millennial celebration pro- 
jects. ‘The Suite of Israel expr^ses its disappointment at 
the fact that this univereally important event is beiiig 
utilised in the service of politics, as is evident in the Unit- 
ed Nations General Assembly's draft resolution on Beth- 
lehem 2iX)0." the foreign ministzy said. The mmisoy did 
not specify exactly wh^ the draft resoludon stud. ‘This 
draft resolution regrettably has been given a polidcal char- 
acter alongside the commemoration of a significant reli- 
gious eNenL" “One can only regret that an occasion mark- 
ing peace and harmony throughout the uorld is being 
made a .subject of polidcui controversy and manipulate 
for narrow political ends.'* the ministry' said in a statement. 
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|e»;e deal back on track as Israel 
accepts Arafat’s peace commitment 


’ 1H.AV1V(R) — TheU-S.- 
^ Israeli-Falestituan 

i^ace deal appeared to be 
on track on Tuesday 
ofiff .raestinian President 
Arafat met Israel's 
demand -to retract warnings 
^ over pKsible renewed armed 


reiterate that any piob- 
12 i lems concerning final-status 
negotiations will be resolved 
through amicable and peace- 
ful virays ^ through negoti- 
’ 1 Moos, but not tiiiough any 
other- means.'' Arafat told a 
-KwscoofereDce. 

*1Vfe wUl continue to coop- 
^•1 eiaietD’eonfront any violence 
%lnd the use-of force." be said 
in femarics which Palestinian 
officials said had been coor- 
M (finaied with Israel. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
'■'‘f Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
had put a West Bank land 
' himdover due l^er this week 
;^^rirhold in the war of words. 
caDed the statement a posi- 


ceft^y view in a posi- 
dve light the statements made 
'^ 4 %: Arafat,” 

^ .Netanyahu told reporters in 
haul's . parliameut, which 
v}s eorpect^ to ratify* the 
^ River Memormlum 
31S la^oalbesday. • 

He welcomed Arafat's 
cnnihKmems to reach a per- 
msieni peace agree m ent 
(^ Israel eftrough peaceful 
^^joeans.akme, his.rej^oa of 
'pkdmtt.and his pledge to 
jcoi^Krate against violence 
‘aid Knor." 

hrad-^ postponed from 
ViSednesday to Thursday a 
edanet meeting called to gK-e 




lUI • 

• ''il 
i.r*i 




■a- 

V 

a 


iw' 




rtif# 


f jr- 




?• 






•V 

M.?-, 


the go ahead for the first 
stage of the pullback, saying 
it wanted to see if Palestini- 
ans had lived up to other 
(d)ljgatioDS under die Wye 
accord. 

A statement ftom the {Hiroe 
minister's ofBce said Israel 
wanted assurances that Pales- 
tinians had published a 
decree against anti-Israeli 
incitement and one against 
possession of illegal 
weapons. 

But a top Palestinian of5- 
cial said ctetails of the rede- 
ployment had been finalisi^ 

“ilie Israeli government is 
going to implement the first 
stage of the further redeploy- 
ment on Friday," the official, 
who declined to be identified, 
told Reuters. 

In a radio address to Pales- 
tinians on Sunday. Arafat said 
“our guns are ready* if any- 
one tried to hinder Palestinian 
rights in Jerusalem. 

TTie future of JemsaJem. 
one of the most emotional 
and contentious issues facing 
Israel and the Palestinians, is 
to be decided in so-called 
final-stams talks. 

Under the accord, 
Israel is to hand a further 13 
per cent of the West Bank to 
the Palestinjans over the next 
several weeks in return for 
security guarantees and polit- 
ical moves. • 

The United States, which is 
trying to keep the acctxd 
clinched at the Wye River 
summit on track, criticised 
Arafat’s earlier remarks and 
smd it would be in touch with 
the Palestinian president to 
make its position known. . 


Israel ready to release 
first batch of prisoners 

TEL AVIV ("AFPj — A first batch of 250 F^alestirua^ pinn- 
ers due for release under last month's peace accord will be 
released in (he next two days, Israeli Internal Security' Minis- 
ter Avigdor Kahalani announced Tuesday. 

"Two hundred fifty prisoners will be fteed in the coming 
two days out of the 730 who must'be released under the Wye 
accord," Kahalani told journalists at the end of a meeting in 
Jerusalem with Palestinian number two Mahmoud Abbas. 

The Wye I^ver accord rigned with the Palestinians Ocl 23 
requires Isi^l to release 750 Palestinians in three waves of 
250 each over tiuee months. 

However, (be Israelis and Palestinians disagree over who 
should be released 

Israel wants to include Doa-poUtical prisoners, while the 
Palestinians insi.si that all 750 must be political detainees, 
offidals smd 

The continued detention by Israel of around 3.500 Palestin- 
ian prisoners is an issue which provokes enormous anger 
among ordinary Palestinians. 

A series of Palestinian demonstrations were held during the 
^e River negotiations to demand the release of the 
detainees. 

The Oslo accords concluded in 1993 and 1995 required 
Israel to free Palestinian prisoners, but did not specify how’ 
many. Israel has since released several thousand prisoners. 


But Wasbirigton also told 
Israel it was obliged to carry' 
out the W^e deal and 
upbraided Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ariel Sharon for 
urging Jewish settlers to grab 
lai^ in die West Bank. 

Irnplemencariorr “ of the 
agreemeiu has been delayed 
over Israeli demands for 
Palestinian security clarifica- 
tions and two bomb attacks 
by Islamists o{^sed to the 
accord. 

But other signs indicated 


the agreement was moving 
ahead. 

Public Security Minister 
Avig^r Kahalani said be 
would order the release of the 
first gr^ of Palestinian pris- 
oners "in the coming days” in 
keeping with the accend. A 
PLO official said 250 Pales- 
tinians would be released in 
the first stage. 

In the W«c Bank, the army 
began fortifying settlements 
th:u will abut Palestinian 
areas after the hand over. 





bombing 


tel AVIV (AFP) — 
1^’s -^imy launch^ a 
ittmal investigation Tues- 
into a roadside bomb- 
ing wMch killed three sol- 
and wounded four 
: ’jiisi outside their 
in occupied south 
(iebahon! - * 

^ special commission 
"*sded-by a general was 
to exanune how 
Pwrillas from the Shiite 
9®^cment Hi^ioUah were 
to place the powerful 
barely 30 metres 
^ an Israeli outpost and 
^ flran "300 metres from 
*^l’s border, officials 
Mid. -• 

newsp^K quot- 
• mffiraiy com- 
P^Mders 'expres sing aston- 
.and. outrage o\'er 

^ f^ure to s^t the 
'J-;:^*^b6Hafa-meQ, who after 
luting the bomb filmed 
CTplosion- 
y.5-^ ^[here was a big foul 
j JP'* a sepaor officer told 
“le M^aov;hewspaper. 

^ , Is.iiKOflceivablc that 
Icirorists managed to 
i.bomb 30 metres 
/®ni aa anny outpost in an 
'5? ^constantly under 
“Ration;' he said. 

.Olher officials s^d there 


in the area the 
^ night arid this had 
'* • covered the 

ip!*;’, i Benyamin 

-reaffirmed his 
finffing a formula 
*’ ■ troops 

i-^''^. buffer!.zbD^ they 
.occupied in soudi 


UNSCOM inspectors will start 
work with routine monitoring 


UNITED NATIONS (AP} -- 
U.N. weapons inspectors will 
resume work in Iraq with 
routine monitoring and -will 
not Lmmediaiely launch 
unannounced inspections, a 
UN. spokesman said Tue.s- 
day. 

.An 86-strong team from 
the U.N. Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM >. which is 
charged with eliminating 
Iraq's weapcais of. mass 
destruction, flew b^k to 
Baghdad Tuesday following 
the Iraqi government's t^giee- 
meni to ^ow unconffitional. 
unfettered inspections under 
the titreat of air strikes. 

U.N. spokesman Fired Eck- 
harf said the inspectors will 
begin working on Wednes- 
day but it will take time 
before they resume their full 
range of activities, which 
include surprise inspections. 

"These personnel will be 
reopening their offices ^d 
they- should begin monitoring 
declared sites' in Iraq by 
lomorrow (Wednesday), 
Eckhard said. "Momtonng of 
declared sites doesin't include 
any'thing intrusive. Tliat’s 
their normal daily work. 


"UNSCOM expects to get 
under way with the full range 
of their activities shortly." 
Eckbard said. 

By Tuesday afternoon, 
^proximalely 150 U.N. 
humanitarian relief workers 
who also left Baghdad last 
week because of the threat of 
U.S. air strikes had also 
returned from Amman, he 
said. 

Another flight firom 
Bahrain on Wednesday was 
to bring in the last six 
Chilean ^crewmen who han- 
dle helict^r transport fix’ 
LTNS(XM, Eckhard said. 

The weapons inspectors 
prepared to resume their 
duties, while the world wait- 
ed for Baghdad’s reaction: 
\N'U1 it really cooperate, or 
will it remain defiant and 
raise fresh obstacles? 

After the Iraqi government 
promised to rescind its ban 
on dealing with LNSCOM, 
President Bill Clinton made 
clear e.xactly what the United 
States'expeccs Baghdad to do 
to prove it is cooperating 
with U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors. 

But Iraq's U.N. ambas- 


sador said Baghdad is only 
bound by UN. agreements 
and resolutions, "nothing 
more, nothing less." 

Iraqi Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoon also set down 
Iraq's marker for resuming 
cooperation with the 

UNSCOM. 

"W'e have committed our- 
selves to cooperate with 
UNSCOM provided the 

work will lead at some point 
to the end of the story," he 
said. 

The end of the story, as far 
as Iraq is concerned, is the 
end of crippling economic 
sanctions imposed after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait — 
not necessarily the full dis- 
closure of Iraq's weapons 
programmes that the U.N. 
Security Council has 
demanded. 

The Iraqi government has 
meuntained for years that it 
has fully (UKlosed its 
nuclear, chemical and bio- 
logical weapons programmes 
and the long-range missiles 
CO delK'er them. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, greets German President Roman Herzog as he crossed the King Hussein 
Bridge to Jordan Tuesday ( AfT photo) 

German president starts visit to Kingdom 

Regent voices optimism Wye River deal 
to be implemented according to timetable 


By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
on Tuesday voiced opti- 
mism that de>spite recent 
d(fficultie.s. the Polestinian- 
Israeli Wye River memoran- 
dum concluded Ia 2 >i month 
would be implemented 
accorffing to the set 
timetable. 

"In the spirit of His 
Majesty’s participaiicm and 
courageous cemtribunon. 
we will do all we can to 
ensure that the fAVycJ agree- 
ment will be honour^," the 
Crown Prince said at a joint 
press conference with visit- 
ing Gemrtan President 

Roman Herzog. 

Prince Hasson express 
hope that m the coming few 


weeks, statements from 
either side would not be 
used by the other as imped- 
iments to the implementa- 
tion of the de^. which 
broke a 19-momh deadlock 
in PaJestinian-Tsraeli negoti- 
ations. 

"But I am deeply con- 
vinced — and I ha\ e had the 
privilege to receive visitors 
from ^th [the Palestinian 
and Israeli) sides — liiot 
there is u strong commit- 
ment to implementation." 
Prince Hassan said. 

"The region cannot aft’ord 
further delays," he s;iid. 
adding: *Tbei>? have been 
difficulties, but I believe the 
timetable will be hon- 
oured." 

The Regent and Herzog 
w*ere spealdng only a few* 


hours after Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Aralai retracted 
an earlier statement that the 
Palestinians' "rifle [was] 
ready” to take Jerusalem. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Monday used the statement 
to suspend a long-overdue 
troop redeployment from 
the West Bank which was 
>uppcsed to have been car- 
ried oui Monday under the 
Wye deal, but which was 
rescheduled for later this 
week. 

Herzog, who iirrived here 
on the tltird leg of a Mideast 
tour which took him to 
Israel for talks with 
Netanyahu and to Jericho 
for a nieering with Arafat 
said hi.s discussions w'ith the 
Crown Prince focused on 


future developments in the 
Middle East and "what is 
conceivable once the peace 
process stabilises." 

Tlte two discussed the role 
that the European Union 
can play in the region, both 
before and after peace is 
consolidated, especially 

after Germany assumes the 
rotating presidency of the 
15-member EU, 

In the same way as the 
European integration 

process started with the 
Coal and Steel Communiev'. 
the German president said, 
countries in ibis region 
could work towards the 
establishment of similar 
bodies in strategic sectors, 
.such as water and tourism. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Fateh elects Jerusalem representatives 


CXTCUPED JERUS.ALEM 
(AFP) — Paleffinian Resi- 
dent 't'asser Arafat's Faaeh 
movement h^ elected 
Jerusalem refeesentatives for 
the first time, the Holy Cire's 
top Palestinian officiaL Faisal 
Husseiiu. srud Tuesday. 

Seventeen memb^ were 
elected to Path's exeoitive 
committee for Jerusalem Iw 
1 300 delegates meeting in tire 
West Bonk town of Ramallah 
because Israel toured diem 
ftom convening in Jerusalem. 

The comntittee. which 
includes thnse womea will 


hold its first sesstou Friday. 
One of the women. Jihad Abu 
ZuneidL won the highest share 
of the \xxe of the 17. She rep- 
resents the Shuafaai refugee 
camp. 

Fateh, founded by ArafaL is 
the biggest component of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, which signed the Oslo 
autonomy acxwds creating the 
Palestinian National Authority 
beaded (PNA) by ArafaL 

Israeli police prevented 
the Fateh delegates from meet- 
ing in Arab east Jenisalem. 
savins thui (he Oslo acconls 


banned the PNA from carry- 
ing out political activities in 
JerusoienL 

"Israel shcwld know that we 
have opted for peace because 
it's the best choice, but it isn't 
our only optiorL" Hus.seini told 
reporters. 

"If Israel does not folfil its 
commitments, ue must make 
up our minds to ctvisider other 
optiorLs." he said. 

At the end of the Fateh meet- 
ing, the delegates approved a 
siatenient saying "Jerusaiera 
will know how to oNercewne 
terrorist faits accomplis which 


find their deep roots in the 
ZicMiist ment^ty and are 
expressed by the desire to 
extend the settlements and 
Judaise the city." 

"Jerusalem is the key to 
peace and war, and the battle 
fcH- Jerusalem Is that of all 
Palestinians. Arabs. Muslims 
and faithful throughout the 
woiid." said the statemenL 
read by Husseini to reporters. 

•To fight the cancer of settle- 
ment activity' is a sacred duty, 
because the cootinuatioo of 
this activity will torpedo the 
peace process," he said. 


Kurd suicide bomber dies amid Turkish row with Italy 


ANKARA (Rj- A Kfdish 
cuerrilla killed herself and 

w-ounded six fteople in a sui- 
cide bomb attack in Tuikey on 
Tuesday as KunJs ac^ 
Europe staged proifisis linked 
to die detention in 
gi^a leader Abdullah 

Ocalar. 

Apparent Italian reluctance 

lohmd^DverOcalanforinalon 

charges of higii treason's 
outraged Turkey's 
and businesses. 
anacks accusing Italy of per- 
fidv have stirred 
lOvOaids Rome, and busmens 
eroups ha\*e warned of 
u- hi^viMa of Italian goods. 


Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel, visiting Vienna, 
his country could guarantee a 
"fipee and fijir" trial for the man 
Turkey holds ref^osible fix* 
more than 29XX10 deadis. But 
Italian Prime VOnister Massi- 
mo D'Alema said a pledge 
ftom Ocalan to woik to h^t 
‘•terrorism’' made it easier to 
gram his request for political 
asylum, pledging that Rome 
would not bow' to undue pres- 
sure to hand him oven 
Italy’s coQstitutioo prevents 
the extradidon of su^ts to 
countries such as Turkey 
where ihc death penalty is in 
force. Turtdsh security uillciuls 


have w’amed that Kundish 
Labour Party (PKK) fighters 
could aaempt spectacular 
attacks to protest at tbe seizure 
of Ocalan, who ha.s .spearhead- 
ed a 1 4-y'ear campttign for self- 
rale in Turkey's minly Kurd 
southeast, at Rome airport last 
week. 

'A woman terrorist set off a 
boir^ strapped to her body as 
she was crossing the road out- 
side the gendarmerie head- 
quarters around 9:00 a.m. 
{local time]." said Tacettin 
Qzeren, local governor ofYuk- 
sekova tcmru in southeast 
Turkey w here the bomb attack 
look place. 


Four officers and two 
passers-by were w'ounded 

The PKK, seeking Kurdish 
seif-iule, had not ^ged a sui- 
cide bombing since a strir^ of 
attacks in 1996 killed several 
policemen, soldiers and gucr- 
rilla.s. 

Tuesday's anack wus pan of 
a wave of protests throughout 
Europe ai tiie arrest of O^an. 
seized trying to enter ttitiy on a 
false posspofL is now the 
focus of uo acrimonious wran- 
gle betw'een Italy and Turtey, 
which demands be be handed 
over. 

Two Kurds suffered sakxis 
hums after dousine itenvslves 


with petrol and setting them- 
seh^ ablaze in central 
Moscow. The men unfurled a 
banner and burst into flames 
outside Russia's State Duma, 
lower house of parbamenL 
police said. 

Police pui the fires out and 
took the men to hospital. Ger- 
man police sard about 4.000 
Kurds protested in Bonn 
against the possible extradition 
of Ocalan with about 50 of 
(hem on hunger strike. They 
also gathered in Vienna where 
Demirel was meeting Austrian 
President Thomas Klestil. 

Ill Runic. 4.000 Kuril sup- 
puilers Ib'iit all met Europe 


have gathered to hold what has 
been a largely a peaceftil vigil 
to pres.s for Ocalan's release. 

Women wearing multi- 
coloured traditional dress and 
wrapped in shawls and scarves 
mingled with the young who 
danced to Kurdish music, 
many holding the PICK flag 
and banner?:. 

Hundreds of jtdled PKK 
telwls in jails across Turkey' 
ha\-e begun hunger strikes in a 
show of loyalty for "Apo." as 
Ocalan l.< popularly known. 
Since Turk^ forced Syria to 
oust Ocalan from Daimscus 
\:ii\ memth. 27 inmates have set 
lire lu ilicin>dves. and 1 1 died 


of bums. 

In Istanbul, Turidsh poUce 
arrested some 15 Kurdish 
demoruarators who had briefly 
taken refuge in an Italian-run 
church from a crow'd of angry 
pa.ssers-by. 

Wenessses said the pwotesters 
haiKied diemselves over to 
police at the red-brick .San 
Antonio di Padua church in the 
heart of Istanbul after a short 
spell inside the building. 

'TDamn the PKK, Damn 
Italy," chanted a crowd of 
Tuiks outside the church, a 
relic of the days w'hen the cir.' 
bad a large Giristiun popula- 
tion. 
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Arab League slams 
Sharon’s call to 
settlers to ‘grab’ land 



PKK SUPPORfrERS, NATIONALISTS CLASH IN ISTANBUL: A 'Hirkisb poUcen^ Tuesday lea^ away a Kurdish 
demonstrator who was beaten by far^right protesters in Istanbul's main pedestrian street. Kurdish and ri^t 
groups after rival prote^ over the detention of PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan in Rome ^Reuters photo) 


Al calls on government to end rights violations 


CAIRO tAFP) — The 
Arab League on Tuesday 
denounced as “very dan- 
gerous” a call by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon for settlers to 
"grab” land before it falls 
into Palestinian hands. 

Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid also 
slammed as “unaccept- 
able" threats by Israeli 
Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu to suspend 
Israeli troop withdrawals 
from the West Bank. 

“Statements by 

Netanyahu and Sharon are 
unacceptable and very 
dangerous,” Abdul Meguid 
told reporters here. 

“These remarks reflect 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — In a 
bid to strengthen religious 
identity and ties between 
Jewish youth and Israel, 
philanthropists on Tuesday 
launched a $3(X) milli on 
programme offering free 
lO-^y trips to Isr^ for 
every Jeviosh teen in the 
world. 

The ambitious pro- 
gramme, Birthright Israel, 
was launched on the side- 
lines of a conference here of 
Jewish American activists 
and organisers hope to 
bring the first Jewish teens 
to Israel in the year 2000. 

Private donors. Jewish 
charities and the Israeli 
government are' ‘to ' join 


the absence.- on the pan of 
the Israeli govemmenL of 
all intention to advance the 
peace process or establish 
confidence measures with 
the Arabs and the Pales- 
tinians,” he said. 

Palestinian President 
Vasser Arafat infuriated 
the Israelis on Sunday by 
telling a public meeting 
“our rifles are ready and 
we are prepared to raise 
them” to defend Palestin- 
ian claims to an indepen- 
dent state with Jerusdem 
as its capital. 

Sharon struck back by 
calling on Jewish settlers 
to expand their enclaves 
wherever possible. 

“Everybody has to move. 


forces in raising $300 mil- 
lion to finance the first five 
years of the project oigan- 
iseis said. 

The money will be used to 
pay for air octets and 10 
days of educational pro- 
grammes in Israel for Jew- 
ish youth between the ages 
of 15 and 26. 

Yossi Beilin, a Labour 
Party member of pariiament 
and a main architect of the 
programme, said the aim 
was both to strengthen the 
religious identity of Jewish 
youth in the Jewish diaspo- 
ra and build new ties 
between them and Israel. 

“They will not all turn 
into immigrants to Israel 


run and grab as many hill- 
tops as they can... because 
everything we take nbw 
will stay ours. Everything 
we don’t grab will go to 
them.” Sharon said. 

Netanhyahu had 

responded by threatening 
to suspend the West Bank 
land transfers promised in 
last month's '^^^e River 
accord, under which Israel 
pledged to pull out of 13 
per cent more of the West 
Bank. 

But earlier Tuesday 
Netanyahu came back on 
his tiireat after. Arafat 
renewed a pledge renounc- 
ing the use of force to 
achieve Palestinian state- 
hood. 


but empathy, links to Israel 
can be produced,” Beilin 
told interviewers about the 
proJecL 

Beilin said Jewish youth 
worldwide would be identi- 
fied and sent vouchers to 
cover the cost of the trip, 
worth about $3,000. 

Advertisements wall also 
be taken out in newspapers 
and other media announc- 
ing the offer. 

Starting in 2000. 
Birthright Israel hopes to 
begin depositing $180 into 
a bank account for every 
Jewish baby bom in the 
diaspora as a down payment 
on their ftiture trip to Israel, 
oiganisers said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Human 
rights violations have con- 
tinued in Jordan despite a 
series of reforms undertak- 
en by the government since 
1989, Amnesty 

international says in a 
report launched yesterday 
which also underlines “a 
lack of legal safeguards to 
prevent such violations.” 
The report, based on a 
memorandum sent to the 
government in June 1998. 
focuses on three main 
areas: The use of prolonged 
incommunicado detention 
against political suspects: 
restrictions on freedom of 
expression sometimes lead- 
ing to the detention of sus- 
pected political opponents 
for noo-violem activities: 


and reports of torture and 
ill-treatment of political 
and common law suspects. 

In a statement faxed to 
the Jordan Times. Amnesty 
said rhe report details cases 
of people apparently arbi- 
trarily detained for political 
reasons before being 
released without charge. 
For instance, in the month 
of May 1997, those arrest- 
ed included fans of heavy 
metal music, accused of 
being “satanists” and an 
Islamist preacher. Though 
they are normally well- 
treated. they are olten held 
in Incommunicado deten- 
tion •— contrary to 
international standards rati- 
fied by Jordan which insist 
that detmnees have prompt 


access to lawyers and f^- 
ily. 

Newspapers have long 
been restricted in their free- 
dom of expression by press 
and publications laws 
which have an obscure list 
oflarge areas, off bounds to 
journalists — they include 
“articles which insult beads 
of friendly states” and 
“articles offending the dijg- 
nity of officials.” Until 
August 1998. Journalists 
and editors were frequently 
arrested or harassed by 
endless court appearances, 
said the statement. 

In January 1998. the 
Higher Court of Justice 
declared the restrictive 
1997 Press and Publica- 
tioaS'Law uncon^tiitionaJ.t 


but the 1998 Pie« Law 
also imposes heavy charges 
on newspapers and threats 
of crippling fines which 
seem equally desired to 
create an atmosphere of 
self-censorship. Amnesty 
International's report wel- 
comes the goveniment's 
commitmenL in October 
1998, not to enforce puni- 
tive articles of the law arid 
“to mm a page in relations 
between tte press and the 
government.” 

However, the report 
points out that “as long as 
vaguely worded prohibi- 
tions and punitive articles 
continue on the statute 
book, press freedom 

re mains f-nHnngpW iiJ “ 


Srour, 

Qoureia 

discuss 

parliamentary 

cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) *— A 
f^estinian Legisladve 
Council (PLC) delegation 
led by PLC Speaker Ahmad 
. Qouieia open^ talks Tues- 
day in Amman with Lower 
House Speaker Sa'd Hayel 
Srour on cooperation in par- 
liamenCtty afrazns. 

Srour reiterated Jordan's 
readiness to offer assistance 
and expertise to the Pales- 
tinians at the bilateral level 
and at meetings held at 
iegi(»al and international 
parliamentary fora. 

Srour told the Palestinian 
delegation that he hoped the 
two assemblies would be 
able to forge closer coopera- 
tion based on brotiiexly ties 
in a tnmsparent manner. The 
two bodies have a leading 
role to play at the official 
and the popular levels in 
strengthening Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations, he 

Srour reaffirmed Jordan's 
stand in support of the 
Palestinian pec^le's struggle 
to regain tiieir legitimate 
rights and establish an inde- 
pendent state on Palestinian 
soil. 

For his pair, (^o^ia 
expressed tte Palestinian 
people's appreciation of His 
Majesty f^g Hussein for 
his suppcot of their drive to 
regain their rights. He also 
voiced ^jpieciation of Par- 
liament's backing for the 
Palestinian people's rights. 

Qoureia added that the 
PLC IS nying to braefic 
from Jordan’s parliamentary 
experimenL 

The two sides agreed on 
intensifying contacts as part 
of efforts to enhance bilater- 
> 'al.relations. 


$300 million plan launched 
to bring Jewish youth to Israel 


Iranian president strongly condemns terrorism 


Rights group arges ’Egy’pnb halt torture 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi strongly condemned terror- 
ism. whicbbesaidhad'Uack- 
ened the face of the 20th cen- 
tury" in a meeting Monday 
with Hnland's Foreign Mims- 
terTarja Halcoeo. 

The official news agency 
IRN A quoted KhatamL whose 
country is accused by the 
United States of sponsoring 
tem:ni.sm. as telling Halonen 
that the worid. including Iran, 
had suffered greatly as a result 
of terrotist acts. 

KhatamL considered a mod- 
erate in Iranitui politics, added 
that any dialogue for obliterat- 
ing organised violent acts 
worldwide would have to be 
with the idea of seeing justice 
prevail. 

It could be unden^cen only 


after recogn^g the equal sta- 
tus of all nations as first degree 
dtizens of the world. 

Khatami said that because of 
the presence of teirorism and 
of other “unjust situations” die 
cuxient century could aptly be 
called one of unjustified dis- 
ciiminations. 

Halonen replied that when it 
took over the presidency of the 
European Union (EU). Hn- 
land looked forward to broad- 
ening relaticas with Iran as 
head of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 

She also {xaised Khatami's 
prc^xtsition fix* designating 
2001 the year of dialogue 
between civilisations. IRNA 
said. 

Earlier Halonen said Iran 
and Finland would hold a 
seminar in Tehran in May to 


exchange views on human 
rights, minorities and refugees 
as part of an effixt to promote 
und^staoding. 

Halonen. who arrived in 
Tehran Sunday, told a press 
conference that scholars from 
the two countries will attend 
the seminar, but that she 
would also try to get non-gov - 
enrunental oiganisations 
involved as well. 

“Wf'U try to start with easier 
questions and gradually get to 
more difficult ones. Our aim is 
to build up understanding and 
direct the dialogue towards 
constructiv’e ends,” she said. 

In a second round of talks 
with Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kama] Kharrazi Halonen 
reviewed the situation in 
neighbouring Afghanistan arxi 
Iran's initiatives fcr keeping 


regional peace, IFINA said. 

Kbaixazi called for 
iotemationa] pressure to bring 
to justice those responsible for 
massacring Iranian diplomats 
when the Taleban Islamist 
militia cqxured the northern 
Afghan city of Mazar-e-Sharif 
last month. 

The two foreign minisiets 
also agreed that r^uJar 
exchanges of opinion should 
be maintained between Iran 
and the EU for developing 
mutual regional and 
international cooperation, 
CRNAsaid. 

The EU has been more or 
less critical -of the Islamic 
republic's records on human 
ri^ts and voiced concern over 
its treatment of some mem- 
bers of religious minorities. 


CAIRO (AFP) — The US.' 
gnxip Human Rigj^ ^^^cb has 
applied to Egyptian President 
Hosra' Mubarak to stop the 
“wide^nead” use of toiuire by 
the security forces. 

'"Ws respectfully urge your 
government to ackn^ledge 
c^licly that the use of nature in 
Egypt has reached staggering 
proportions, and to take finn 
action to address this grave 


human ri^ abuse” the group 
said in a Nov. 13 leo^ to 
Mubarak, a copy of which was 
obtained 1^ AFP here on Tues- 
day. 

toitUFer, vv4iether at local 
police stations in rural areas or 
st^ security investigation 
offices in laige cities, fhould 
continue to enjoy inqxmity,” the 
letter said. 

Torturers should be investi- 


gated and {xosecuted fcr their 
actions. vvluch violate 
iniemaTional and EgypiaD law, 
the New Ybck-based group said 
in an accompanying news 
release. 

Torture '‘foudies the entire 
society, inespective of gendec. 
age, religk^ belief and pofiii- 
orieotation.” the release sakL 
^yptian police and secutify 
forces use torture routinely to 


oNain infonnation and coerce 
confosskms in cases involving 
ordinaiy criminal ofiences. as 
wed as in cases of pob'tical vio- 
lence, it said. 

Oniinary Egyptians have 
taken to the streets twice in 
1998 to prot^ ^ainrt the 
deadis of family members or 
neighbouis in custody and to 
demand action against their tor- 
turers, it added 


Panel finds SLA in breach of Lebanon truce 


NAC^URA (AFP) — An inlemational 
monitoring commhiee ruled Tuesday tiiat 
Israeli forces, or the piro-lsnieli South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) m^tia. had violated 
a 1996 truce agreement by harmiiig civ^- 
ians. 

A Nov. 13 mortar round “fired by Israeli 


forces or those cooperating with them... 
m^acted in Arab Salim, damaging three 
houses and a shq) in violadon of foe under- 
standing.” ttie truce panel saidinastatemeoL 
The commioee also conridered an Israeli 
coraplaim “concerning the firing of cwo 
mortar .rounds by a Lebanese armed group 


on Nov. 14 in the [civilian] area Jboa" in 
southern Lebanon. The moortoririg group 
todk note of the Lebanese dejqste's rtate- 
ment that effixts have started and will be 
ccxitinued to ensure foat attacks are conduct- 
ed m c onfomn iy woih the provisions of the 
understanding.'' it said 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
m 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


15:10 "The Adventures of 
Teddy Ruxpin" 

15:30 Chfldren's Programme 
— Halfway lo Cross the 
Galu.\y and Turn Left 
16:00 ..French Documentaiy 
16:30 ....Masters of the Maze - 

17:00 Doc. — Ushuaia 

18:15 Wind at My Back 


19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — E=M6 

19:30 

News headline; 

19:35 

...Comedv — Two Point 

4 Children 

20:00 

Doc. — Envoy Special 

Mauazine 

20:30 

Drama - NYPD Blue 

21:10 

Great Moments of 

Science and Technology 

21:30 


22:00 

News in English 

22:30 


13:59 

Drama - The Ambassador 

01:00 

EiidofT.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:42 


06:02 

(Sunrise)Duha 

11:21 


14:15 . 

‘Asr 

16:40.. 


18:00 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazaretii Quirdi 
Sweifieh,Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Oiurdi Tel. 
4632785 


St. Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Ai^icaD Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 586.5897 

German-speakii^ Evangdkal 
Cor^regation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangdicai Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaUe College TeL .566 1 7.57 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church IbL 
4646138 

Choidi of Presentation. Swd- 
GehTel.S92u]46 
The Uniaie Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church Td. 
4892679 

The Baptist Chnrdi TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Chnrch TeL477l33l 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Td. 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Depanmenl of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 


dip slightly with skies becom- 
ing partly cloudy. Rainfall is 
expected in the northern pans 
of the Kingdom in the evening 
and winds becoming westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
moderate, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Amman 10/21 

Aqaba 16/2? 

D^rte 08/23 

Jordan Valley 1 5/26 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 24, Aqaba 28 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 25 per 
cent. Aqaba 41 percenL 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 


Ajloun 09/18 

Jerasb 1 1/20 

limQays %...ll/20 

Madaba 09/21 

Petra 10/22 

Dead Sea 16/27 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

numbers 

NIGHT DUTY 


.Dr. AfifShnkri...- -..4898863 

Dr. Khalil Ramadan -5358723 

Dr. Nidal Dahlefa. --J82719S 

Dr. Yousef Naser- 4751144 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy J661912 


Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAiDawa Fhaimacy SS36169 

IRBID: 

Dr. bsam Salih <02i2468S8 

Foo'ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib Atallah....(09 >994424 
Palestine Pharniacy..(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food CooiidI Centre.....46371 1 1 
C2vil DdaKBDepeitmen566111l 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — -4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigency...-199 
RcauePblire 192.4621 1 1 1,4637777 

Fire Brigade. ...4617I0I 

Blood Bank™ - 4775121 

Hlgbsvay Police. 5343402 

Traffic olice .4896390 

Public Security Dept.....463032l 

Hotel Complaints. .il60S8IX) 

Price Complainu-. 5661 176 

l^ter&SeucngaOxDphkK 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 1 2 1 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Cenoal Amman Telephone Repairs 

- .4623101 

Abdali Tel. Rq)8iis....-.S661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan - 4774! 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 
Electric Power Co 4636381 


RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia 1ml. i^rpon -.44-53200 


HOSPHALS 

ANINIAN: 

The Arab Qmtie for Heart and 

Special Smgeiy ^>921 199 

The Islamic. Abdli ....-5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Cenire..3856856 

Luzmila -_4630195 

KhalidI Mmenuty. 4644281/6 

Akild) Maternity... .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiemhy._4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. —.4636140 

I^lestine, Shmeumni .5607071 

Shmdsani Hospital -5607431 

Jordan Hospital J607550 

University Hu^xtal J353444 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali j66416V6 

Italian, Al-Muhajieen 4777101/3 

Al-Basirir- 4775111/26 

Army. Marfca — 489I61 1/15 

(^ueen Alia Haq;»ial-......-5 (57100 

Amal Hosixtal 5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre J«353000 

ZARQA: 


Zaiqa 

Govl Hoqsiial 

Zanqa 

bbdonai Haspital 

.(09)900560 




Ibn Sina Hospital -—.(09)98673] 
Al Hikma Modon Hospital 


.(09)990990 


JRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

RcHtian 

Catholic Hospital 
- -.(02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372.(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

.(02 >7102831. <02)710201 1 

Spedaliiy Hospital (02>7I0310D 

AQABA: 

PiixessHayaHctsfrilal lQ3t20l4111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This atfonnaiiem is supplied by 
Royed Jonhmiiin (RJ) information 
depanmenl ai the Queen Alia 
IntenuJtional Airport TeL 
l44)5S200-5, where ir should 
always be ver^ied. Irformalion on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Iitfomation on 
Royal Wings flights can he atp- 
plied on phone 4S7520I-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordaniao (RJ) 

Flights 


06:4S Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

07:30 Damascus (RJ> 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:15 Lamaca (RJ) 

15:00 Jlew Yotit, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

1T:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:30 ..Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:55 Frankfurt Vienna (RJ) 
18:10 -...Istanbul (RJ) 


18:15 J^ome (RT) 

18:20 ..Brussels. Berlin (RJ) 

23:10 BeinitCRJ) 

23:30 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:20 Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 .Tunis (TU) 

13:20 .Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 Rome(AZ) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 .Algiers (AH) 

18:05 Karachi. Abu Db^i (PK) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

15:15 — Frankfurt (LH) 

00:55 London, Damascus (B.A) 

01:25 Athens (OA) 

02:00 Rome (AZi 


RpyalWh^ (RW) F^Us 

09:30 Aqaba (anhwg at QAIA) 
iRW) 

KklO-Aqaba (arriving at Marks 
Ajipon)(KW) 

16:00..Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:30 Haiia (arriving at QAIAi 
(RWj 

18:45 Tel Aviv f arrivin g at 
QAIAjfBW) 

22:50 Aqaba (arrivijig at Marks 
Aiipcrt)(RW) 


departures 


®4:1S .Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

®8:1S Lamaca (RJ) 


09:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 


10:15 Rome (.RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 -.... Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 -Cairo (EU) 

20:00 Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ ) 

20:35 New Delhi (RJ) 

21ri)0 ...Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 
21:15 ....Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

00:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

01:00 ....Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 


Other Flights 


06:30 Lamaca fCY’) 

07:25 Damascus, London (BA) 

07:25 Paris (AF) 

10 JO — Camj/MS) 

12:00 .Medina, Jeddah (SV) 

13:20 JiDwainXU) 

. 14:10 Bahrain (CF) 

14:10 .Tunis (TU) 

15:30 - -'S/ienna (OS) 

15:30 Rome (AZ) 

16:20 Shariqah (AH) 

19:30 /Uri Dh^i, Karachi (PK) 

00:35 -.Anisterdam (KL) 

02:45 Athena (OA) 


IfoyalWmgsCRW) Flighls 

07d)0 Aqaba (fiom Marka Air- 
port) (KW) 

08:30-Aq^ (ftem Marka Aii^ 
port)(FW) 

16KN) Haifii (arriring at QAIA) 
IJW) 

16:30 'Ibl Ariv (firm Marka Air- 
port)(RW) 

20:30 -Aqaba (fiom QAIA) (RW) 
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WOfrien activists, opposition hold 
small rally in support of Iraq 


. j ilBitiP.C GflAOlpH A 


giiopppsaiaD parnesaagea a 
i^oi^kfe (be Iracp embassy 
jQ Amman ba Tuesday . to 
—jess', .“sdfidarity” twA 
pfljhifad in ibe &ce of “fla> 
gaot Affloican aggression" 
gjeaiBoiiigibe Iraqi people. 

DaiwfiMfafives of Ae J<nd 


Assod^oa also 
' ^ered a wiinBQ message of 
• jsjipoit to embas^ staff while 
: tbeffiiangalbennglooicedoiL 
^ it is a ^mbolic rally... our 
' gin is to give tbelratp people 
^ our fuH support and to show 
s ibsa that w Arab people ate 
H wiifa themT Saleoi Nahhas, a 
'Tj gotespera foe the 
i ^dperiy»tddrq)ortersDev' 
’ tbeemba^’s iron gate. 

It was Ac first pro-Iraq rally 
liddinAmnw smce the latest 
Ties between Iraq and the 
Uniied Nadoos ffai^ late in 
Ocibbec 

He rally,- dosdy aumitored 
by police, ep(^ peacefully, 
ha wdhBQ sa^eoieiic di^'b- 
med Id Ae press, participants 
cidled for deferuUng Iraq 
,gj lynMt - any possible US. 
Ij aiai: and demanded an 
I hiDKtfiam lifting of TJJ^.sano- 
ts nns imposed on hag after it 
s iDvaded Kuwait- in August 

4 199K ■ - 

'^govemmeot's agenda is 

5 DOl .amQar m our agenda 
ig, fl^anfiog the Iraqi issue,” Nah- 

ha$ sakL want Son and 
(ka sappan fat our broAers 
^ Diaq.” 



Women Ttiesday diqrlay a picture of a sick Iraqi girl outside the Iraqi embassy in 
A mman . Women activists and members of opposition groups rallied outside the b'aqi 
embassy to express support for Iraq’s sanedoos-hit population (Reuters photo) 


The govemment on Monday 
welcomed the defusing of the 
latest Ira^ crisis wiA Ae 
but stres^ tiiat the only way 
for ^ A get Ae U>1. embar- 
go lifted was a cooperate whh 
mtemational arms inspectors. 

Popular synqjaAy fex ordi- 
naiy Iraqis lemams high m Jer- 
dan, but the government, like 
most world countries, wans 
Iraq A inml^ment all UN. res- 
olutions if it wants ^ sanc- 
tions lifted 

Iraq nanowly averted a U.S. 


milhaiy strOoe by pcormsing 
over the weekend A resume 
full cooperation wiA die UN. 
weapons inspectioD team. 

Women's activist Ldla 
Khalid said the rally was time- 
ly because "Ae crisis between 
Iraq and the Umted Stases is 
not over It has just been post- 
poned.” 

The govemmoit, worried 
Aat trdlitaiy strikes against Iraq 
would trigger domestic unrest, 
said last week it would not terf- 
eraie threats a internal stabili- 


ty* 

One person died m pro-Iraq 
demonkraticsis in southern 
Jtxrian in February. 

Oiganisos of Tuesday's rally 
said they had obuuned petmis- 
sioo bom Ae government 

Imeritx Vfinister Nayef (^adi 
met wiA political paity leaders 
this week and Aid them ^ 
government would not allow 
any pro-Iraq rallies in the event 
of a militaiy contiontadexi 
between Iraq and the Uniied 
States. politK^ activists said. 


Collection centres begin receiving 
recyclable materials in Amman 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — ftivam societies 
and the Greater Amman 
MunidpaH^ are joining hanrig 
A help recycle garbage along 
rimilar lines foEowed in the 
West by eniAuragjng iKXise- 
holds A separate waste before 
rc is coUecred. 

O)Uecti 0 Q centres in 
Amman opened last wsbk. A 
recehe and pick up lecydaNe 
materials a^ seid tfi^ A 
local recycling Acilities as port 
of an nngntno campaign A 
telp protect the envizonment, 
conserve uaotral resouzees and 
combat pdlutioo. 

The 5thrrv*i«Mni aiea-based 
Joxlan Environment Socie^, a 
projea member of a consor- 
tium between tiu Royal Soci- 
ety for Ae Conso^on of 


Nature and die Arab Women’s 
Socie^, receives alu- 
minum, iron, copper and plas- 
tic {xoducts from all parts of 
Amman. It also collet such 
materials from 300 residential 
and business sites in 
ShmeisanL The JES provides a 
cloA bag A these places for 
their recyclable materials. 

Two Amman Municipality 
offices in Jabal Hussein and 
^\bdi Seer cany out the same 
activities. The other two soci- 
eties. along whh 50 schools 
and 70 non-govemmeoial 
organisations, also receive 
rei^l^le materials. 

Inject DiiecAT Hala ObeiA 
said the plan, funded by the 
United Nations Development 
Itegramme through the New 
Yo±-based GIobA Environ- 
ment Facili^, aims at invdving 


the local oomraunhy m the pro- 
supporting national Adus- 
tnes dirough erxouraging citi- 
zens A use recycled materials, 
pro\iAng job opportunities A 
underprivileged families and 
ptomc^g public awareness 
regarding emironmenial pro- 
teciiOT A conjunction wiA 10 
conservation clubs. 

Accoffing A Obeicti, around 
70 tonnes Of used paper have 
been collected and 15tonnesof 
recycled paper have been 
reused since the first stage of 
the project was laimcAed A 
1995. 

Obeiffi said Ae JD3aOOO 
recycling projea would also 
help solve waste Aimp prob- 
leim that are harm^ the 
coup's environment and 
mtniniise energy consumjxion. 

Last monA, Ae govemment, 


reqxmding a y^ of public 
conq^B, said it would relo- 
cate the SOO^hmum Ruseiieh 
garbage dump A a new $25 
million site under a gradual 
process oidAg A the year 
2000 . 

The dump, ori^nally 
designed to receive sgiprou- 
mately 3,000 tonnes of 
oarhay per day from Amman. 
Zarqa and Ruseii^ — areas 
ibat are home A nearly half of 
Jordan's 4.2 million po^anoo 
— is woridng bey^ its 
capacity, posAg real threats A 
the eavironmenL 

In April, Ae consortium of 
Ae tkM non-govemmental 
oganisations sig^ an agree- 
ment whh Ae (jieater Amman 
Munidpali^r and the UNDP a 
eq»Dd thw recycling pro- 
grammes. 


Members of alleged subversive group retract confessions 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Tbiw mere 
members of a group siandmg 
trial on chaiges of csmyAg out 
subversive acts Tbnday 
retracted tiieir confessiotB A 
court clatmmg Aey were 
extracted under duress. 

The three defendants are 
pan of a 13-menAer group 
known as *Tiefotm and Chal- 
lenge." Last week, sevoi 
defendants retracted their «»- 
fessioos on Ae same grounds. 

The final three alleged 


members are beAg med A 
absentia. 

Duiing yesterday's session, 
the defendants, who are 
charged wiA possessAg, 
transporting and manufactur- 
ing explosives wiA illicit 
Aieot, carryAg out extremut 
attacks and belongAg to an 
illegal organisation, told Ae 
court that they were forced to 
coniess "after bemg subjected 
A mental and physical 
duress." 

A wriizen testimonies, the 
three defendants said they 


"were innocent and were 
against terrorist acts that could 
destabilise the country.'’ They 
also pledged allegiance to His 
Majesty King HusseA and the 
KAgdom. 

AccordAg to Ae prosecu- 
tion chaige sheet Ae defen- 
dants foroted the '"Reform and 
Challenge" grot^ A 1994 to 
"change Ae reali^ A Jordan." 
A February. Aey decided to 
launch terrorist attacks against 
govemment securi^’ and 
some individuals' properties 
and purchased material which 


they allegedly used to manu- 
facture explosK’es. it added. 

The suspects were arrested 
A May fbllowAg a series of 
explosions and arson attacks. 
No one was Ajured A the inci- 
dents. 

At Ae end of Ae court ses- 
sion. the defence team provid- 
ed Ae couit wiA a list of evi- 
dence Aey want a present at 
the next court session. The 
court presided ov’er by Judge 
Yousef Fiaoi^ adjourned the 
trial until Nov. 22 to consider 
the defence's request 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


C^kMieleased on baii 

AMMAN'i^.X) — The Amman prosecutor last we^ ofdexed 
ife release of die dmsctiix' of (be NaticnalAid Fnmd on 

baO fr^IowAg a tisee-day detention ov«r aQ^ed financial and 
admiinsbtAve violations, accordmg A official sources. Adel 
.^femafleh was ordered detamed by Ae prosecuAr general on 


Nov. S. pendAg fmther investigations. Shamaildi was refened A 
te CouBt of Fhst Instance by MAisier oi Social Devek^anoit 
Mahammad Kbeir Mainsat who iqxRtedly subnutied docu- 
iDents proring violations vrere canntitied The 
uqj^erLShamaildi firanwodc until tiieinvestigation is cccb- 
1^1^13^ ajn^[io(and^ A^^. 

banmng covoage of Ae investigation procedures. 

^Jordan should focus on dectronks trade’ 

AMMAN (P&ta ) — The Ministry of Industry' and Trade Tues- 
day c|)eaed. a Aree-day wcxkshr^ on promoting Jotdani^ 
'b^oits A fonrign markets and the pivote sector's it^ A tiiis 
oel Aaiiaddress at Ae qieaing se^on. Ae rmnistiy ’s secioaiy 
gooal, Mbbanunad Halaiqa, said Ae Jotrianian market's rela- 
th^gnaO giTft makac it inrirmhent ijpnn Ae countiy's mveslCTS 
lo'l^ n esrpprts. Jordan should focus attentiem cm deahng 
rtid) electrooicsdidated trade A view of the growAg demand fix 
these pebdixss and recent develqimenB A mtematicaal tra^ be 
added. Daring the three-day wt^tsbop, paiticqiants will discuss 
Bpics CQODBCted wiA oqxxis, expoa documents, grading and 
thippng procedures, nxoto selection, expoit 
among 0 ^ 

He^ ^ 1 l!nstl 7 to maiii AIM 

AMMAN (ferra) — Tb mark International AIDS Day, wind) 
^onDec: 1, tbeMbtisoy ofHealA willlaundi aw^-tog 
cawpngn tirtiriffri **Xhe Role of YouA m Combating AIDS’’ on 
25 to awareness about the disease. The canqiaign 

hdades lectmes, sentinars, radro and tdevirion tepexts fbojs^ 

A pcewntiw measures. 

Children’s idsQr on cancer opens next 

AMMANiT.T.) — lAder tire patronage ofTheA Majesties 

Kissem and Queen Nboi; and as pan of celebratiws of tire 
Kh^slBtihd^, the dalAen’s musical pAy ‘TQnd Qremo’’ will 

FBnoere on Not. 21 at AIHassan Ben T^ Auditori um at the 

l^woshy of Joedan, aNoor Al Hussein Fo un d atio n statetpent 
aid. “Ki^ rhpmn” \s a ^f^iy musical dealing wi A a child’s 
hate aid''successful confrontation wiA cancer. It is petfamed 


ittd joinfly ^ tire NHFs National Music Conservaroiy and 
terafomting Ans f>ntng. lire tevieoues of the perfoimawes, 

iilai wfllooDtinoB for a week. wD go A the NHFs Al Dm Nw 

Stodea RefirfFund a help srqjport the treattnent of cMto 
'rithcancer'at ALAmal Centre. Queen Noor is the diair afro 

boatdofAlAinal, 50 per cent of whose cancer patients are enfl- 

thriL the staumeoi said. 
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Dyhat’s going on 

« incmitn rgft'anies. Jabal Amman on TTmi>day Nov- 
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Exhibition reviews wide range of German 
archaeology in Jordan over last two centuries 


By Rami'G, Khouri 

AMMAN — In 1806, near- 
ly two centuries ago. Ae 
German scholar Ulrich 
Jas^ Seetzen visited Jor- 
dan and “rediscovered" for 
Western scholars the Greco- 
'Roman cities of Gerasa 
(Jenisb) and Gadara (Um 
Qais). He documenred some 
of (he antiquities m the 
detailed and meAodical 
manner that A Ae hallmaik 
of modem Gennan scholar- 
ship — and ever since Aen 
Ae land of Jordan has wel- 
comed a long and firuitfiil 
procession of German 
scholars who have explored 
different and increasmgly 
fosemariog dimensions of 
the anriqmties of Jordan. 

To coiDcide wiA the visit 
to Jordan this week of Ger- 
man lYesideiu Roman Her- 
zog, a splendid exhibition 
has been arranged that 
reviews Ae work of German 
scholars m Jordan duiing 
Ae past century and more. 
The exhibition is well worA 
visiting by boA sp^alists 
and lay people, for it simul- 
taneously captures Ae tech- 
nical marvels of Ae many 
German scholarly projects 
in Jordan, the mcreasmg rel- 
evance of archaeology A the 
Jord^an economy and 
well-being, and Ae ever- 
present mysteries and puz- 
zles ^m the past that make 
the antiqmties sector so fas- 
cinating and enjoyable. 

The exhibition, entitled 
"Crossroads of Civilisa- 
tions: More Aan 100 Years 
of German Archaeological 
Activities m Jordan," is on 
display at Ae Royal Cultur- 
al Centre until Nov. 28. It 
has been oiganised by Ae 
German Protestant Institute 
of Archaeology m Amman 
and Ae German-managed 
and financed Petra Srone 
Preservation Project m 
cooperation wiA the Jor- 
danian Department of 
Antiqmties. 

The exhibition, lo^cally 
organised by project is pri- 
marily composed of large, 
well 'primed and designed 
panels wiA text photos and 
drawmgs. Interspersed 
throughout Ae hall are 
archaeological artefacts and 
black basalt srone sculptures 
that drarnmically remind us 
of the people who produced 
these objects m antiquity — 
especially some stiikiDg 
busts of individuals and sev- 
eral handsome stone lintels 
and tomb doors. The new 
Nabataean stone busts dis- 
covered Ais year at Khiibet 
Darieh, sou A of Wadi Hasa, 
are on Asplay for the first 
time ever and are well worA 


Ae trip to see Aem. along 
wiA Ae oAer aspects of Ae 
exhibition. 

The first few panels by Ae 
Department of Antiqiuties 
and Ae German FYotestant 
Institute reveal Ae very 
wide range of work unda 
way in Ae antiquities secror. 
with mcreasmg attention 
bemg paid a restoration and 
conservation of ancient 
sites, along wiA Ae excava- 
tions. A photo of Ae newly 
restored NorA Theatre at 
Jerash also reminds us Aat 
ancient sites can be used for 
cultural and economic pur- 
poses today, and Aat Ae 
sites themselves are con- 
stantly changing and evolv- 
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mg under Ae band of mod- 
em civilisation and Ae 
banAwork of archaeolo- 
giscs. 

lYoneeiing work was 

undertaken m Ae \9A and 
early 20A centuries by such 
German scholars as Seet- 
zen, Gottlieb Schumacher, 
Rudolph Brunnow and 

Alfiied von Domaszewski, 
and Gustaf Dalman (some 
of Daiman's drawmg of cul- 
dc mefaes ai Petra are os dis- 
play). German scholarship 
m Jordan m the modem era 
was first conducted out of 
the GPTs Jerusalem office, 
until the Amman office was 
opened m 1975 under the 
directorship of Dr. Ute Wag- 
ner Lux. She bad initiate 
the modem Gennan projects 
at Uffl Qais in 1965, and 
successive German teams 
have worked Aere ever 
smee. 

The exhibition re\iews 
some of Ae earliest modem 
German projects in Ae 
1960s, such as Wagner 
Lux's work at Madaba and 
Herben Donner’s study of 
the Madaba mosaic map of 
Ae Holy Land and covers 
all projects smee Ae open- 
ing of the GIT's Amman 
office. Urn Qais is Ae 
largest and most continuous 
German project m Jordan, 
and its dtSereDt aspects are 
all touched upon (excava- 
tion, surveys, recoostruc- 
tioD, museum displays, and 
others). 

German efforts in Ae 
Petra region are fully dis- 
played, including sAdies of 
Ae Nabataean water system, 
paleo-em'ironmental sniAes 
of Ae greater Petra legion in 
Ae 7A millennium B.C., 
and Ae major new Petra 
Steme Preservation Project 
headed by Dr. Helge Fisch- 
er. 

This ongoing project 


brings togeAer Ae best of 
German scholarship and 
technological ptov^ss, for it 
aims A develop the techni- 
cal and human expertise m 
Jordan a operate a perma- 
nent centre for the conserva- 
tion of stone. The first - 
efforts under w^ .comprise 
the development of an artifi- 
cial mortar Aat mimics the 
piopeities of Ae Nubian 
sandstone at Petra, from 
which Ae existing monu- 
ments were carved Aou- 
sands of years ago. Hu's is a 
fasemating examine of bow 
Petra today — as in ancient 
rimes — continues to evolve 
and develop untfer tire influ- 
ence of Ae combmed efforts 
of mffigenous Jordanians 
and Aeir colleagues and 
parmers from Western civil- 
isations. The unspoken but 
clear lesson of this exhibi- 
tion. perhaps, is Aat Ae 
principles t^ gave birA to 
the ancient cultures of the 
land of Jordan are still valid 
and operative today — most 
notzAly the principle of 
close cooper^ion wiA Ae 
people and e.xpertise of 
oAer cultures. 

One of Ae striking dimen- 
sions of this exhibitiem is Ae 
wide range of projects 
undotaken wiA German 
cooperation. German assis- 
tance to Yarmouk Universi- 
ty's Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology is one 
reason that institute has 
been able to carry out so 
many &ld projects (30 of 
them are identified on one 
mapl. A major German-Jor- 
danian project near the uni- 
versity is Ae Ag at Zaraqon. 
where a major Eariy Bronze 
Age Awn has been 
unearthed. The Urge system 
of underground tunnels at 
Zaraqon is nicely explained 
— and the visitor can try 
and figure out the e.xact 
dates of the system, for Ae 
scholars Aemselves have 
not yet been able a deter- 
mine when Ae tunnels 
dug and used. 

Near Zaraqon is the latest 
German project at esh-Shai- 



Um Qais is the largest and most contiiiuous German project in Jordan (file photo) 


laf. where GPl diieaor 
Hans Dieter Bienert this 
year started excavating a 
Neolithic settlement da^g 
back over 7,000 years. 

At the oAer end of Ae 
counby is Ae Gennan work 
at Feinan. m souA Jordan, 
which has stressed Ae 
examination of ancient min- 
ing and smelting of copper. 
My personal favourite panel 
va Ae exhibition is Ae one 
m which German scholars 
show how Ae Nabataeans 
portrayed Aeir deities. 
Drawls and pboAs of 
niches, stone god-blocks, 
niches and sanctuaries bring 
this subject A life, and 
reveal new areas of scholar- 
ly investigation where Ger- 
man individuals and instim- 
tioDS are active in Jordan. 

OAer projects Aat ore 
covered m Ae panels 
include the study of Ae 
ChalcoliAic and MidAe 
Bronze Age small vAages 
at Abu Snesleh. souA of 
Ammon, and German work 
at Tell Johifiyeh. BaJu'a. 
Ba’ja. Zara. Basuu and Ae 
Aqaba area. The Gennan 
Arcbaeologica] Institute has 


also worked closely wiA Ae 
GPl in some cases, and Aeir 
projects in other countries 
(Lebanon. Syria, Yemen) 
are mentioned m one panel. 

The exhibition is accom- 
panied by four lectures at 
Ae CoeAe Institute in 
Amman, and has been 
organised with Ae support 


of Ae German Embassy and 
German Foreign Office, Ae 
Department of Antiquities 
of Jordan, and several indi- 
viduals and oAer 
mtemational archaeological 
institutes A Amman, wiA 
support Irom several Ger- 
man and Jordanian compa- 
nies. 


The children, families and 
staff of the International 
Community School (Khalda) 
send their best wishes to 
His Majesty >Cng Hussein 
on the occasion of his 

63"* birthday 
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Auditors 


KPMG, the woiid's leading accounting and 
consulting firm is looking for experienced 
Auditors for its practice in the Sultanate of 
Oman. Candidates should be Chartered 
Accountants and have 4 to 5 years experience 
in a large international accounting firm. 
Candidates should possess good English & 
Arabic communication skills. Preference will be 
given to candidates with experience .in banking 
and finance, insurance and oil and gas sectors. 

Attractive tax-free packages are offered, 
interested candidates may apply with their 
recent CV and passport size photograph within 
ten days to; 

Staff Manager 
KPMG 

P.O. Box 641,Ruwi-112 
Sultanate of Oman 

Candidates may also e-mail their CVs to 
kpmgoman@gto.net.om 

AH applications will be treated with utmost confidence. 
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BBC denies 
World Service 
broadcasts to be cut 


LONDON (R1 — The 
British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBCi Sunday 
denied it was poised to 
make swingeing cuts in the 
World Service and said it 
was still in discussion with 
the government about its 
future format. 

The denial followed a 
lengthy report in The 
Observer newspaper that 
the BBC had finalised plans 
for major cutbacks in the 
broadcast service, including 
the closure of its German 
and Czech operations. 

The Observer said the 
cuts were part of a three- 
year plan to slash £21 mil- 
lion ($35 million) from the 
budget 

Broadcasts in Hungarian. 
Russian. Arabic and Thai 
would also be slashed and 
100 jobs would go, it said. 

The newspaper said it had 
obuuned secret BBC docu- 
ments detailing proposals 
drawn up by World Service 
chief executive Mark 
Byford to cover a shortfall 
in funding from the Foreign 
Office, which finances the 
service. 

But the BBC called ±e 
report inaccurate. 

“The picture painted by 


The Observer is inaccurate, 
misinfonned and mislead- 
ing. The plan's main aim 
will be focus on investing 
in key developments utilis- 
ing the (jovemment's 
financial) settlement in the 
most effective manner in 
order to maintain the World 
Service's position as the 
world's leading internation- 
al operator," it said in a 
siatemenL 

- Last July, the government 
announced plans to 
increase the £161 rwllion 
grant it pays to the World 
Service over the next three 
years by around £45 mil- 
lion. But the settlement fell 
short of the BBC's bid for a 
£65 million increase in 
funding. 

Any major cuts in ser- 
vices are likely to spark a 
political row, especially 
since Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook has made no 
secret of the need to defend 
the World Service. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman Sunday said 
t^s were continuing 
between officials and the 
BBC but said he could not 
comment on the details. 

“Discussions going on are 
on the World Service's 


plans on how to spend the 
money ftora the settle- 
ment," he said. 

The Observer said the 
plan would be presented to 
the BBC’s board of gover- 
nors Thursday, to Cook 
Friday and parliament's 
public accounts committee 
on Feb. 3. A formal 
announcement will be 
made by Feb. 7. 

It said one of the BBC 
documents it had obtained 
was a media plan on how 
best to sell the idea of the 
cuts. 

This smd the key lines to 
take would be the need for 
"a reallocadoo of priori- 
ties" and to stress that **the 
World Service is changing, 
in response to audience 
needs and a highly compet- 
itive iniemadon^ broad- 
casting environment". 

The row will also bring 
yet more ire on the head of 
Director-General John Bin, 
already under attack for 
many of his strategies to 
modernise the BBC. 

The World Service is on 
of the world's most popular 
iniemational broadcasters 
with news broadcasts in 45 
languages and an audience 
of 124 million worldwide. 


Myanmar offers to be 
‘gentle’ with opposition 



Resideatt light candles to offer prayers for victims of the Kobe earthquake at Koya 
Pond Park near Kobe, western Japan, the eve of the fourth anniversary of the quake. 
The 1995 earthquake killed more than 6,400 people and left tens of thousands home- 
less (Reuters photo) 


Kobe remembers killer quake as 
misery goes on for thousands 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chavez arrives in Cuba for summit 
on Colombian peace process 

HAVANA (AFP) — 'Sfenezudah preskJent-etect Hugo Chavez 
^ meet with the preddents Cuba and Ct^txnbia here 
■S uTiftay for infonnal ta^ cm (he Colombian peace process. 
Chavez arrived in Cuba Saturdt^, saying *1 am the tiend of 
Colombia." Bodi Chavez and Cuban Indent Hdel Castro 
have indicated diey are t x e par ed to facilitate peac e talks 
between the Colombian government and leftist guemllss. 
Negotiators for the Cblombtan govemnieac and die 
Revcdutiooaiy Armed Forces of Colrantna (FARO guerillas 
have been meeting since Jan. 7 in a zemote Colombian juz^e 
town in an efTortto end die bkxidy foiir-decade coiofiict that has 
claimed 120B00 lives. Pastrana, who is a duee-d^oflkia) 
to the Comixumist island, is here to discuss what role Castro, 
who has agreed to be a moderator, win {day. This is Chavez's 
second viat to Cuba. His first was in 19^ two y^ after he 
led a failed coiq) auempt in '\hiiezuela 'Wnezueia shares a 
2.(XX)-ki]oznetre border and $2.5 l^on yearly trade with 
Colombia. 

Leaders of Zambia, Rwanda, 
Uganda expected at Congo summit 

WINDHOEK (AFP) — The presidents of Zimbabwe. Uganda 
and Rwanda were expected him Sunday to steod a mini-sum- 
mit (» die conflict in die Democraiic R^blic of Congo 
(DRO, a NamibiaD officii However, the leaders of the 
DRC, .Angola. Chad and Zambia, wiU not be at die meeting 
ogaidsed by NamibiaD npesideni Sam Nujoma. die presiden- 
tial official (old AH’. Nujoma aimotinced the mini-summit 
Friday, saying the intenckxi was to convene the Kinshasa gov- 
ernment and its allies — Namibia. Zimbabwe and Angola and 
Chad — and DRC rebels who began an updang last August, 
with their backers, Uganda and Rwanda. The Namibian for- 
eign ministry said in a statement that “consultations among the 
core group of countries which are militaiily involved in the war 
in the DRC* were expected to start ai 3i30 pjn. ( 1430 GMT). 
Zambia, whidi has b^ mediating in peace talks, was due to 
have attended. The Windhoek ga^ring comes die day after a 
meeting in T jisnl-a of foreign and defiance muiisters from 15 
African countries, who feiled to finalise the toms of ceasefire 
to end the five^mondi-old war. The preadential ofiicial here 
said that DRC P^dent Laurent KaiSa and Chadian Indent 
Idriss Deby ivere ‘‘not invited" and presidents I^ederick 
Chiiuba of Zambia and Jose Eduardo Ite Santos of Angola 
had declined the invitation. This meant only Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugiibe. Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni and Rwanda's President Pasteur Bizimungu were 
expected to come to Windhoek for the meting. 

Religious persecution harming 
U.S.-Laos ties, congressman says 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Feared Myanmar military 
intelligence chief Kfain 
Nyuni has promised to be 
gentle and lenient with the 
opposition led by Aung San 
Suu Kyi, a U.S. congress- 
man just back from Yangon 
said Sunday. 

Representative Tony Hall 
said he met Lieutenant 
General Khin Nyunt last 
week in Yangon to discuss 
the plight of the Myanmar 
people as the eccHiomy 
labours under international 
sanctions and an investment 
drought. 

Khin Nyunt “promised to 
be gentle and lenient to the 
opposition and try to find 
areas of agreement despite 
recent rhetoric carried in 
government newspapers.” 
said Hall, who did not 
attempt to interpret the 
statement. 

The Democrat congress- 
man from Ohio said howev- 
er that he had seen no sign 
the government was pre- 
pared to make concessions 
in its bitter eight-year polit- 
ical battle with the opposi- 
tion. 

U.S. diplomats in Yangon 
said it was the first such 
statement by the militaiy 
government. Hall reported. 

It remained far from clear 
however if it was intended 
as a genuine expression of 
tolerance towards the oppo- 
sition. 

In recent months, thou- 
sands of National League 
for Democracy (NLD) 
members have been held by 
the government, and many 


have resigned from the 
party on their release. 

Hdl said he handed over a 
list of political prisoners 
compiled by the NLD to the 
‘government iVftWH “ik" 
accused by foreign nations 
and human rightk'gti^jps of " 
serious and prolonged 
human rights abuses includ- 
ing torture, forced labour 
and imprisonment without 
trial. 

The NLD last week said it 
would sue Khin Nyunt for 
‘‘destroying" the party and 
intimidating its members 
into resigning. The party 
won a landslide victory in 
1990 elections, but the junta 
has refused to cede power. 

Hall, who also held talks 
with Nobel peace prize 
winner Aung San Suu Kyi. 
warned that as politicians 
squabbled in Yangon, peo- 
ple were suffering from 
malnutrition, water borne 
diseases and one of the 
worst AIDS problems in the 
world. 

“There is an old saying in 
Burma (Myanmar) that 
‘when the water buffalo 
fight the rice dies.' which 
means when the political 
people fighu the people 
essemiaJly get trampled and 
I think that's happening." 
he said. 

He warned against politi- 
cal interference in aid work, 
saying chat non-govem- 
mental organisations 
(NGOs) were deterred from 
Myanmar fearing their 
in^pendence could be 
compromised. 

“Unfortunately many 


NOOs and government 
agencies see consultations 
with any political party, 
even one as legitimate as 
the NLD, as the start of a 
‘ klijij^ry slope ' and in a 
world of hurt there are so 
“many other places NGOs 
can go to work," he said. 

Hall rejected the idea ibot 
Aung San Suu Kyi should 
be ^ven a veto on any dis- 
bursement of aid under a 
proposed U.N.-backed plw 
to reward political change 
in Myanmar starting witii 
humanitarian assistance. 

“I would not say that she 
should have veto power at 
all, because once you start 
to do that and you start to 
have a precedent then you 
are going to have problems 
in c^er countries and that 
precedent should not be 
started in Burma." 

Some reports have sug- 
gested Aung San Suu Kyi 
would hold a veto in order 
to. prevent the junta backing 
out of concessions made to 
win aid. While praising 
Aung San Suu Kyi as hold- 
ing the "heart of many peo- 
ple in the country." Hall 
cautioned that foreign 
lobby groups should not 
forget faumanjiarian issues 
as they campaign for 
human rights. 

“Burma is a noble cause, 
but it is also a couoio' 
million people who need 
help, and I challenge the 
activists for human rights to 
work hard to meet people's 
humanitarian needs." said 
Hall, who also visited Laos 
during his trip. 


Tamil leader ends 
self-imposed exile in India 


COLOMBO I AFP) — A Sri 
Lankan Tamil leader who fled 
to India after issuing un ultima- 
tum to the government here 
demanding greater autonomy 
has returned home ending his 
self-imposed exile, Tamil 
sources here said Sunday. 

A. Varadhaiaja Pemrnal, the 
chief minister of the nonh-east- 
em provincial counciL received 
protection from India wluch 
backed his council that was 
eventually sacked by then Sri 
Lankan prerident Ranasinghe 
Premadaso. 

Perumal hod warned he 
would unilaterally declare inde- 
pendence in the island's north- 
east within a year unless the. 
government granted promised 
powers 10 the semi-autonomous 
regional administration. 

With the withdrawal in 


March 1990 of Indian troops 
deployed 'm Sri Lanka's north- 
east in line with a bilateral peace 
pact of 1987, fcrumal’s leftist 
Eelam People's Revolutionary 
Liberaticm Front (EPRLF) was 
also driven out. 

The EPRLF is opposed to Sii 
Lanka's dominant Tamil sepa- 
ratist group, the liberation 
Tl|srs of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
The EPRLF is a mainstream 
political party after having 
given up separatist demands but 
cuirenily has no representation 
in parliament. 

Indian authorities who had 
also backed the EPRLF togeth- 
er with several other Ihmil 
poUtical parties whidi sEqi^iort- 
ed die 1987 Indo-Sri I^nka 
oocotd, provided ti^t secuti^ 
to Perumal Ajmir in India's 
Madya Pradesh state. 


Tatml sources said it was not 
immediately clear why Perumal 
had decided to end his exile. 
However, the move came with- 
in three weeks of President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga's state 
visit to India. 

Kumaratunga's slain husband 
had been a keen ally of the 
EPRLF which until 1987 was 
fighting Sri Lankan govem- 
mem forces demanding a sepa- 
rate Tamil state. Later, the 
EPRLF settled for r^onal 
autonomy. 

Tamil politicians here also 
speculated on the possitnlity of 
Pmimai accepting an hi^ pro- 
file job within tiie government 
but there was no offidal word 
either fiom the administration 
or from his party about die for- 
mer ciuef minister's plans or 
whereabouts. 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese port of Kote 
remembered Sunday the 
6.430 people killed in a 
massive earthquake four 
years ago. as some 6,0(K) 
families continued to Uye 
in makeshift shelters. 

Although its skyline has 
been restored with new 
high-rise buildings and 
giant pon container cranes 
again dot the landscape, 
the city of 1.4 milHon 
people is now deeply split 
over a plan to build an off- 
shore airport. 

In a nationally-televised 
address at a memorial ser- 
vice, Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi noted drat 
the Kobe area was also 
hard hit by Japan's worst 
post-war recession 

“although reconstruction 
of main infrastructures 
and t^acilities has b^n 
completed." 

The premier said it was 
an urgent task to find per- 
manent housing for 5,841 
families stiil living in tem- 
porary barracks. 

The number has dropped 
sharply from the 
November 1995 peak of 
46.617 families, but 1.200 
still have nowhere to go 
when those small frame 
houses are closed in late 
March. 

Hyogo prefecture, of 
which'Kobe is the biggest 
city, has built public hous- 
ing units for ^,500 fami- 


lies and a further 7,500 
will be completed soon. 

“The government for its 
part will continue making 
efforts to. help the area 
rehabilitate as soon as 
possible." Obuchi said. 

The premier acknowl- 
edged the lack of “coin- 
prebensive anti-disaster 
measures." and pledged 
“all-out efforts to create a 
society people in which 



The goverameni came 
under fire for being slow 
in sending in help when 
Che killer quake, register- 
ing 7.2 on the Richter 
scale, crushed the indus- 
trial and commercial belt 
without warning. 

Most of the dead were 
crushed to death in col- 
lapsed buildings or killed 
by fires — and some 
44.000 people were 
injured, S.800 of them 
seriously. 

The cost of reconstruc- 
tion was then estimated at 
S77 billion (89 billion 
euros). 

The nation's economic 
crisis has left 5.8 per cent 
of Hyogo's workforce 
jobless, higher than the 
national average, accord- 
ing to the Bank of Japan. 

“As we go on, we want 
lo cherish warm people- 
tO'people contacts and 
live a strong and content- 
ed life to make up for the 


regretful losses of my par- 
ents and more than 6,000 
others." Naotoshi 

Tatenuma. a 28-year-old 
survivor, told the memorir » 
al service. • 

But the unity of the peo-. 
pie appears to be in jeop- 
ardy as the city is forging 
ahead with a nine-year- 
old plan to build an airport 
on a man-made island. 

Kobe city hall has 
ignored some 310,000 sig- 
natures calling for a refer- 
endum on the $27 billion 
project 

Critics say it poses envi- 
ronmental and financial 
hazards and could not 
compete with two e.xisting 
airports in nearby Osaka. 

The economic downturn 
has also led to a record 
807 bankruptcies in the 
prefecture last year, 
according to a private 
credit research agency. 

Before the quake. Kobe 
handled 30 per cent of 
Japan's international con- 
tainer traffic, with 30 for- | 
eign cargo ships docking 
there every day. Around 
2.6 million containers 
passed through the port in i 
1994. j 

Last October, the han- ' 
dling volume was down ' 
about 10 per cent from the 
previous year and down 
some 30 per cent from the 
1994 level. 


U.S., North Korea resume 
talks on suspected nuclear site 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
United States and North 
Korea resumed talks 
here Sunday over 
Washington's demand 
to inspect an under- 
ground site it suspects Is 
being used to revive the 
hardline commumst 
state's nuclear weapons 
programme. 

North Korean Deputy 
Foreign Minister Kun 
Kye-Gwan, leading the 
talks for Pyongyang, 
said big differences 
renoained between the 
two sides. 

^'Yesterday the U..S. 
and North Korean sides 
stuck to their original 
positions," he said. 

The U.S. negotiating 
team, headed by special 
envoy for Korean a^airs 
Charles Kartman, 
arrived at the North 
Korean mission at 10:15 


a.m. (0915 GMT), 

The two sides held 
more than six hours of 
talks Saturday at the 
U.S. mission. 

The talks are aimed at 
saving a 1994 agreement 
under which North 
Korea agreed to freeze 
Its nuclear programme 
<n return for aid and the 
easing of Korean war- 
era sanctions. 

North Korea, which 
says the site is for undis- 
closed civilian purposes 
and that to inspect it 
would be a violation of 
sovereignty, has 

demanded that 

Washington pay $30(1 
miliioD to take a look. 

Washington has reject- 
ed the demand and 
warned Pyongyang it 
most prove compliance 
with the 1994 Agreed 
Framework. 


Under that accord, a 
U.$.-Jed consortium 
agreed to replace North 
Korea’s risky graphite 
nuclear reactors — 
which produce weapons- 
grade plutonium — with 
safer light-water mod- 
els. 

The United States also 
agreed to supply 500,000 
tonnes of heavy fuel oU 
to North Korea annually 
to help with its energy 
needs until the reactors 
come on stream. 

However, in August a 
U.S. spy satellite spotted 
activity at an under- 
ground complex at 
Kumchangri — near 
Yongbyon, where North 
Korea’s mothbaUed 
nuclear reactors are 
located. U.S. officials 
suspect the site could be 
used to produce plutoni- 
um for nuclear arms. 


VIENTIANE. Laos (AP) — > Religious persecution remains a 
mqor hunfle preventing the United Soles from granting trade 
concessions to Laos, a U.S. congressman said Sunday. Tony P. 
Han. a Democrat from Ohio, said he made this clear in meet- 
ings with rop leadera of the Communist goveounent during his 
three-day mp EO the Soudieast Asian natien...“!b’s a major 
stumblii^ block preventing die US. Congress from approving 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) staus for Laos." he told 
reporters. Hall expressed di^leasure with the detainment of 
eight Laotians who were imprisoned in February last year for 
worshipping at an unauthoriWd Christian service. Authorities ’’ 
initiaUy arrested 44 posons at the service, but immediaiely 
deported three Americans in the group and released all buithe '' 
ei^t Laotians in attendance: HaU said freeing the eight would 
send a “big rignal to Congress" that Laos was willing to move 
on the issue of religious freedom. During his risk, whkh ended 
Sunday. HaD also travelled to southern Laos to inspect a crash 
site where remains of U.S. servicemen killed in action were 
found lecentiy. He praised efforts by the Laotian government 
to help resolve the fates of more than 400 servicemen missing 
in action (MIAs) in Laos, describing it as central to Americas 
“greatly improx'ed” ties with the sm^, landlocked nation over 
die past foor years. Most of die MIAs were pDots who carried 
out one of the most intensive bombing campaigns in history as 
they tried to prevent North Vietnamese soldi^ and suj^lies 
from reaching Soudi Vietnam through Laos. 

Chinese company adopts 
name ‘Viagra’ for its pill 


BEUING (R) — A Chinese coo^iany plans to ct^iitaKse on the 
intematioDal success ofVit^ra dds month when it markets hs 
own anti-impotence drug — under the same name. A branch of 
Fefloog (Hong Kon^ Group plans to begin selling its self- 
develc^ed treatment **V(teige Kaitai" on Jan. 25 in the north- 
eastern ciiy of Shenyang, the China Daily said Sunday. 
‘Weige". literally meaning “great roan", is die familiar Chinese 
translation for Wagra. Viagra, the diaroond-sbaped blue pill 
manufactured by U.S. drug firm Pfizer Inc., has not been le^- 
ly approved yet for sale in CThina, but already has earned a rep- 
utation throii^ local media as a nuracle cure for erectile dy^ 
function. ‘Viagra ranked alongside *litaaic' as the best-known 
new English word in China last year," the China Daily said. 
Neariy 600 Chinese men are taking Vftagra in ctinical trials as 
health authorities evaluate the drug for import The govern- 
ment has said ii would announce a decision before the end of 
die year. In the meantime, the Chinese (hug maker a head- 
start on tapfting the counixy's vast raaricet of sexually frustrat- 
^ men. ‘The existence of die >\^ge Kaitai pill will ceruunly 
influence the sales of Viagra in China if it is approved fix* 
import" the article quoted an official with the Trademadc 
Office as saying, fiang Wei, the Chinese dn^'s inventor and 
genera] manager of the Fedong Group, said he did not know of 
any chaDenges to his registration of the Wdge Kaitai irade- 
inaik. accord to the article. His pill would sell at $1.45 each, 
while “rear Vagra is available on China's blackmaricet for as 
much as $48, the newspaper said. 

Farmer executed m China for 


H 
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Buddha statue theft 


BEUING (R) — A faimer was exeaited in China Riday for 
stealing a priceless statue of Buddha two years ago. Xinhua 
news t^eocy reported. Ip a report late Saturday, Xinhua stud 
Gao Yunhao was executed in the central province of Henan. 
He and three accomplices were alleged to have {xised die one- 
tonne statue fioni its stand in the famous Longmen Grottoes in 
March 1997. The r^ort said the figure was brokra into three 
pieces as Gao and 1^ partners loaded it on to a truck before 
they buried it at the farmer's home. Gao's accomplices 
received prison sentences, it sad, addiag that the statue had 
been restored and was back on d^ilay. At least 1,876 pec^e 
were executed in (2hina in 1997. more dran the rest of the 
worid combined, according to the h uman rights watchdog 
Amnesty InternatioiaL Death sentences are us^y carried out 
vrith a single bullet to the head, aWiou ^ )ahfl) injection'.was 
being introduced. The Longmen Grottoes are fiU^ with thou- 
sands of images of Buddha and his disciples .were carved in 
cliff walls between tile 5th. and 7th cenanies. 
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Europe presses ahead on 
defence but direction unciear 


A m^'r streaks across the night sky (upper right) over Rio de Janeiro early Nov. 17. As the Earth passed through 
debris. trailed by the comet Tempel-ThtU^ a four>kiIonietre wide cloud of dust and gas <*nH«**l the Leonid shower, 
sent thousands of particles hurling towards Earth in the most spectacular meteor shower in 32 years. Scientists sa 'd 
that hundreds of satellites would be endangered of being sandblasted, as particles could punch holes or create ‘plas- 
ma dis char ges* that could fry delicate circuitry. The particles collided with tiie Earth’s atmosphere at speeds of 72 
loloaietFes a second, giving a small grain the destructive force of a .22 caliber bullet. The particles, however, burned 
iqtloiig brfore they could tiireaten anything on the ground (Renters photo) 

Mass exodus as Asia awaits 
spectacular meteor storm 


ROME (AFP) — Defence 
and foreign ministers from 
28 countries Tuesday 
agreed to accelerate 
progress to give Europe a 
bigger role in ensuring its 
own security, but made linle 
progress towards deciding 
how to achiev’e this. 

After two days of talks 
under foe aegis of foe 
Western European Union 
rWEU), the ministers issued 
a statement calling for “fur- 
ther steps to enhance 
European military capabili- 
ties to deal wifo crises." like 
Bosnia or Kosovo. 

They also expressed their 
“determination" to ensure 
that the WEU, foe only 
exclusively European 
defence forum, plays a role 
in organising peacekeeping 
or other crisis-management 
tasks. 

The talks however left 
unresolved foe long-running 
debate over whether foe 
WEU should be brought 
fully under foe control of 
the EU. as France, Geimany 
and Italy want, or simply 
abolished with its political 
functions transferred to the 
^ and its miliiary role 
taken over by NATO, as 
Britain would prefer. 

The possibility of 
progress on these issues is 


seen as having increased 
after Britain’s announce- 
ment last month that it had 
dropped its long-standing 
opposition to foe European 
Union developing a military 
role. 

Outlining foe new British 
thinking here. Foreign 
Secrecaiy Robin Cook 
insisted that London had not 
ruled out an EU-WEU 
merger. 

But he stressed that it was 
foe development of a 
“demonstrably effective” 
military capacity rather than 
instirutional changes which 
would determine whether 
Europe became capable of 
acting decisively in crises 
where the United States is 
unwilling to get involved. 

Total defence spending in 
the 15 EU countries is 
roughly two thirds of foe 
level of .that in foe United 
States, he said. But. because 
of poor or non-existent 
coordination, foeir com- 
bined capability is nowhere 
near tlus level while 
European military research 
spenfong is a si.xth of U.S. 
levels. 

In a move designed to 
address these problems, the 
ministers approved a “mas- 
terplan" designed to pave 
foe way — at an unspecified 


point — for foe creation of a 
European Armaments 
Agency w'hich would be 
charged wifo ensuring that 
defence procurement poli- 
cies in foe different EU 
countries were complemen- 
tary. 

*rhey also signed a memo- 
randum of understanding 
that extends an existing pro- 
gramme of research and 
technology cooperation 
involving 13 of foe 
European NATO members 
to include Finland and 
Sweden. 

Belgium's Foreign 
Minister Erik Derycke said 
that foe European allies 
willingness to take the lead 
in organising a NATO force 
to ensure foe safety of inter- 
national observers was a 
sign of a new dynamism 
among them. 

“Perhaps it was not such a 
bad thing that foe U.S. 
refused this time to step in," 
he said. 

While most of the miius- 
ters here stressed the need 
to avoid a costly duplication 
of tasks between the WEU 
and NATO, a majority 
underlined the poUtic^ 
importance of Europe hav- 
ing a military capacity that 
was independent of foe 
United State.s. 


As long as negotiations 
aimed at giving the 
Europeans greater influence 
within NATO and bringing 
France fully into the 
alliance's rnilitary wing 
remain stalled, foe WEU is 
the only vehicle for this. 
Derycke said. 

The problem for foe 
WEU's supporters is that 
has never proved whether it 
is capable of doing any- 
thing. Although it has been 
bulling up an operational 
capacity since 1991. it has 
to dace only carried out 
minor operations such as 
helping to police foe anns 
embargo on Bosnia and 
training policemen in 
'Albania. 

WEU officials say that, if 
EU governments had foe 
political will to use it, foe 
WEU could ran an opera- 
tion involving up to 15,000 
troops — a claim which 
Britain in particular is high- 
ly sceptical about 

The talks here involved 
foe 15 European Union 
countries, 10 of whom are 
fiill A^U members, and the 
remaining European NATO 
countries: Iceland, Norway 
and Turicey. Ten eastern 
European countries which 
are due to join foe EU 
attended as observers. 


BANG^K <AFP) — A mass 
esxlus was under way from 
Agao dties Tuesday as thousands 
for a sDiog-fiee view 
of a niB&»r shower expected to 
snd a bacn^ of shooting stars 
gie^ui^foiou^ the heavens, 
from the Great of China 
D poOuQoiKhoked New Delhi. 
mrozeK were e;g%cted lo £eer 
the tail of foe 
Tanjd-Tiitie cotret sent volley's 
tfmeteots info the Earth's atinos- 
{tee. 

coi^jias^ ck^gCT foaa Jionn^. . 
.Ai'.iis ped; at around 1800- 


SIEMENS 


2000 GMT Tuesday,!^ to lOXlIX) 
meteors an hour arch across 
foe sl^. experts sdd. 

The meteors, named Leonids 
' because tbQ' appear to emanate 
fiom the coQSulIanon Leo, will 
hurtle towards the Earth at 71 
tdkxnetFes a second. 

R»recasteis, however, warned 
that cloudy weafoerer street lights 
in scHTie areas of Australia, Hong 
Kcmg. Taiwan. Bangladesh and 
ThaOand c(xild obscure the view. 

Heavy traffic was reported on 
roods out of B^gkok as fooi> 
saixis'Kea^ ^ncnfoem 
.alpaik^pc^iep^^ . 

Tourism o&ials weJcotn^ foe 
asttononacal wind&D wl^h 


KETTANEH 


packed camp sites and hotels in 
Chiar^ Rai and Chiang Mai 
provinces. 

But the shower could be missed 
in southern ThaOand as foe mete- 
orological d^iaitment warned of 
flash floods tixxight on tw a trop- 
ical depression. 

‘The sky will not open due to 
foe depression. People will not 
have a chance to see foe Leonids 
shower." said a ^xikesmaa 

Meteor fever also swept 
Thrwan, where tens of thousands 
of cars snaked around winding 
loaJs up to foe scenic spot of 
Yangmingshaa 

Tens of thousands of perple 
travelled to ceniial and soufoi^ 
Taiwan where hotels were 
crammed to overflowing. 

Television i^orts said 


astronomers had already detected 
more than 500 meteors ov^ 
southern Tbiwan's Mount Ali 
early Tuesday. 

But thick clouds Ncvght on by 
cold fronts blocked almost aU 
stargazing in foe ncxfo of the 
island. 

Eaiiy sightings were also made 
in foree eastern Chinese cides 
Monday nigtiL foe official Xinhua 
news agency said. 1 witnessed a 
number of irrebans. or foocting 
stars, which w^ bright enough 
to illuminate the laces of 
observers at foe station." said Zhu 
Jin. a leadfog asnoTKmver at the 
Ber(ing .Asnonomical 

Observeroiy's Xinglong Staticn. 
More than 300 shooting stars 
were reponed in Hong Kong early 
Tuesday. 


Indian PM lashes out at opposition conspiracies 


NEW DELHI (AFPJ — 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee Tuesday charged 
that the main opposition 
Congress party was desta- 
bilising India by plotting to 
topple his goverament. 

“The success of Congress 
party's conspiracy to create 
instability will be disastrous 
for foe country," foe Hindu 
aationalisi leader said at an 
election rally in foe northern 
Indian city' of Kota. 

Vajpayee said it was 
“unfortunate and con- 
demnable" that the 
Congress was using its cam- 
paign for upcoming elec- 
tions in New Delhi city and 
three states to “destablise" 


his seven-monfo-old federal 
government. 

The prime mini ster also 
accused the opposition 
party of creating an “artifi- 
cial panic." which recently 
led to a 1.000-per cent bike 
in foe price of table salt. 

“Also, ibs trenchant criti- 
cism of India's nuclear poh- 
cy demonstrates that the 
party's confrontationist pos- 
ture has blinded it." be said 
in a reference to nuclear 
tests conducted by his gov- 
ernment in May. 

“I have never played foe 
cynical game of power in 
my long stint in politics and 
public life. Today I am 
prime minister by virtue of 


the people's mandate." 

Vajpayee's Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP, Indian 
People's Party) has accused 
the Congress and 
Communists — traditional- 
ly bitter rivals — of forming 
an alliance of convenience 
to bring down foe govern- 
mem. 

“The Congress has joined 
hands wifo the 
Communists, wifo whom it 
has nothing in common 
except a lust for power." the 
prime minister said. 

Sonia Gandhi, foe Italian- 
born Congress president, 
rejected Vajpayee’s allega- 
tions. 

“We are not greedy for 


power. If we bad lust for 
power we could have 
formed the government. But 
we do not want to get power 
through unscrupulous 
means," Gandhi told a 
Congress rally in foe city of 
Ajmer. 

The Congress is under 
pressure from other opposi- 
tion parties to make a bid 
for ;^wer after foe elec- 
tions, wbich are widely seen 
as a referendum on foe 
Vajpayee govermnenL 

The nationalist govern- 
ment suj^'K'es in office with 
foe help of numerous small 
allies, some of which are 
reportedly being wooed by 
foe opposition. 


F. A. Kettaneh & Co. 
Welcome German President 
r Roman Herzog 
- ~ and 

Mrs. Herzog 

wishing them a pleasant stay 
in Jordan 


Serbian president to stage taiks despite Albanians’ refusal 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Seibian President Milan 
Milutinovic jxessed ahead 
Tuesday with efforts to hold 
peace talks with rival Kosovo 
Albanian officials despite their 
reibsa] to meet with him. 

Serbian gos'cmment sources, 
speaking on concGdon of 
anonymity, said Milutinovic 
will travel Wednesday to 
Kosovo's capita] Ristina on a 
mission the efonic Albanians 
have dismissed as a puWciiy 
stunL 

Milutinovic wants to chair 


Tree eieup 


WEUCOME TO JORDAN 

UHQ TECO GROUP 

JUNDI ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY 
TAJ ENGINEERING CORP- 

Supplisr of Low Voltago Switchgoar for 

' The Wadi Arab Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Bepr^entatives and partners of the following German companies: 
AEG, Rrttal, Schiele, SEG, Eupec, Kabelrheydt. 

AEG-GE, STT, Langer Messtechnik, Janitza 

would like to welcome 

^ T The Pi^ident of The Federal Republic of Germany 

Prof. Dr- Roman Herzog 
and 

Mrs. Christiane Herzog 

Headquarters Tel.: 4883215 Fax: 4883188 
Marka Factory Tel.: 4897740 Fax: 4883188 

tahatr7:a,.nnrT.. "^a^F^ 4022846 Free Zone Factory Telefax: 4025332 


direct talks wifo foe ethnic- 
Albanians, wifo intematioaol 
officials in attendance but rxx os 
mediators. 

The eihiuc Albanians refuse to 
talk without U.S. and Eun:^)ean 
mediation, saying onh’ ftxeign 
countries could guarantee that 
an eventual agreement would be 
implemented by the Serbian 
goveransem. 

They hov? turned down 16 
such invitations in the past ax 
months, pron^mng Seib author- 
ities to show up at the pre- 
airanged site ai^^y to ny to 
show fo^ sincerity and the eth- 
nic Albanians' lack of coopera- 
tion. 

The Scfoian covicmment savs 


foe doubles in Kosovo, where 
hundreds of pecf>le have (tied 
and tens of foou^nds were left 
homeless in its crackdown 
t^ainst secesaonists. are 
Sexina's internal man^ and 
foould not involve foreign medi- 
alors. 

Ethnic Albanian leados said 
Milutinovic’s call for talks is a 
part of Belgrade's effort to 
reduce imemational {xessure on 
Serbia to find a petacefiil solu- 
tion to foe Kosovo tuimoil.They 
said ^hrac Albanians suppcn 
peace talks, but not under Serb 
coiufitions. 

U.S. envoy Christopher Hill, 
who has been shuttling betweftr 
Belcrndc and Pristina to reach a 


compromise peace plan, was to 
meet representatives of foe 
Albanians' rebel Kosovo 
Liberation Army in die province 
Tuesday, guerrilla sources said 
Adem Demaci. a guerrilla 
^kesman. praised Hill's deri- 
sion to meet the KLA cximinan- 
deis. “Rugova can sign any- 
dnng. but there could be no deal 
without KLA consenC Demaci 
told reporters in Pristina, speak- 
ing of Kosovo Albanian political 
leader Ibrahim Rugpva. 


Commenting cxi 

Milutinovic's scheduled talks, 
Demaci said “it's a bluff intend- 
ed to say that Albanians don't 
want dialogue dnd fous deserve 
to be beaen by force.” The mil- 
iiants have leflised any compro- 
mise wifo foe Serbian govern- 
ment, demanding outri^t 
secession for Kosovo. 

Rugova also advocates inde- 
pendence but is willing to nego- 
tiate a possible three-year inter- 
im period during-whi^ Kosovo 


would regain foe autonomy 
sQ%ed by '^goslav Plresident 
Slobodan Milo^vic in 1989. 

Seibian state-nm media 
repeated Tuesday that 
NUosevic's nifing Sorialisi 
Pai^ gave full support to 
Milutinovic in his anempts to 
hold foe talks. 

But the opporition Dem- 
ocratic Party said Milutinovic's 
call for talks is “foe sowing of 
mist" aimed at fooling the pub- 
lic at home and abroad. 


Degussa ^ 


Degussa Regional Office 
in Amman 
Welcome the visit of 

H.E Dr. & Mrs. HERZOG 

AJso 

our warmest greetings to 
• Ai Uaefian and Princess Saivath 
BJ1 Crown Pnnee Ai-Has»n anu 

And . ^ „ 

- «n..r beloved King Hussein full recovery. 

is special occasion our 



Bav'erischer Hof 
Restaurant 


. Fresh German Bread, 
German Sausages & German Cakes 

Available daily ac 
Bayerischcr Hof irom 9 AM 

Special Business Lunches 

are also available ac the 
Ba.vcrischer Hof from 
12;30 PMaincii 3:00 PM 

Our Fine Dining Restaurant & Beer 
Garden Restaurant 

are also open from 
6:30 PM until 1 1 :30 PM 

Wine Ceuar 

is open from 
12:00 PM unci) 1:00 AM 

Sweifreh - Al Hamra Street 
Tcl.581 9730/ 581 0811 


ARXm R. KEVORKIAN & CO. 

REPRESENTAXrSTES OF SIEMENS A.G. 
WELCOME THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE FEDERAL REPUBUC OF GERMANY 
AND FRAU CHRISTIANE HERZOG 

ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR VISIT TO JORDAN 
AND WISH THEM PLEASANT STAY 
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Printing Development Company 
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OF 
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JORDAN 

WELCOMES PRESIDENT 
& MRS. HERZOG 
TO JORDAN. 
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Literacy in the 
information age 

JORDAN HAS long been proud of its 
records in iiteracy and education, vvhich 
according to international NGOs, are some 
of the highest in the region. Even still, illit- 
eracy stiU stands at 13 per cent, according 
to IVUnistry of Education statistics. This is a 
cause for concern as Jordan blazes towards 
the Information Age with nearly daUy 
developments and improvements in our 
communications industiy. 

It has therefore been reassuring to hear 
that the government has again reiterated Its 
committment to maintaining its achieve- 
ments in education by pursuing several 
action plans to further boost literacy by the 
turn of the century. 

It indicates that the government has noted 
a crucial tenet of progress: Information, 
and access to it, is now, more than at any 
time in history, the strength of any society’s 
socio-economic development. 

However, considering ail these factors, 
there is a glaring incongruity in the govern- 
ment's education and {formation policies. 

By pursuing ever better rates of literacy 
and ever higher standards of education, the 
government de facto is encouraging the 
pursuit of information and knowledge, 
while at the same time, it has created a press 
and publications law specifically designed 
to limit Jordanians’ access to the informa- 
tion they vitally need to sculpt their future 
course of political, social and economic 
development 

Jordanians are inundated daily with mes- 
sages and images from the Internet, satellite 
television, foreign magazines and newspa- 
pers. They travel, and a thriving foreign 
community lives among them. All of these 
factors contribute to Jordanians’ literacy 
and education. 

As the government and its departments 
move towards greater decentralisation and 
as our educated society moves towards 
global integration, we need more informa- 
tion — volumes more — not less, particu- 
larly information and news that concerns 
our own society. 

It is, then, no small irony that in Jordan, 
the sale of newspapers, the least expensive 
and most consumed printed material, has 
dropped. We have to ask ourselves: Is this a 
matter of literacy, or is it simply the sign of 
an educated, but disenchanted, public? And 
if it is the latter, we must ask, why should we 
continue to bother with education and liter- 
acy at all? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Rn'i's Mahmoud Rjmawi said Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ariel Sharon's recent call for Israeli settlers to 
expand their seitiemems was supported by the whole 
Israeli government. Rimawi quoted Sharon as telling 
settlers that “:dl that you can take will be youre.” He 
said Israel's government views the peace process as a 
chunce to expand settlenienis and strengthen discrimi- 
nator}' policies in contradiction to all international 
treaties and U.N. resolutions. Sharon is instigating set- 
tlers to ".steal more lands." the wiiter stated. At the 
same lime the Israeli government, forgetting its own 
aciinns. believes that the declaration of a Palestinian 
.state coniravenes the peace treaty. Israel, in fact, if, the 
true representative of terrorism, regardless of the U.S. 
point of view. Rimawi said. 

.Al Dustour's editorial said the Wye Accord is in dan- 
ger because of Benyamin Netanyahu's stubborn poli- 
cies and his suspension of the tw'o per cent withdrawal. 
This indicates that Netanyahu is trying to imitate 
.\jnerica;} policic.s on Iraq, especially that he is now 
asking for Pale.stinian National Authority' President 
>a.sser Arafi's apology for his recent statement about I 
the declaration of a Palestinian state. These develop- ' 
ments coincided with the Israeli government's discus- 
sion of the deal, which was already facing strong oppo- 
sition in the Lsraeli cabinet. Netanyahu believes that the 
Oslo Accords are national catastrophes for Israel, thus, 
the possibility of ever achieving any progre.ss in the 
peace proces.s ore weak. 


Washington Watch 


Dr. James Zoigby 


Campaign against chemicai weapons must be consistent 


Last august the united States destroyed a Sudanese 
phaimaceutical plant mistakenly suspect^ of producing 
chemical and biological weapons (C6W). 

Hie United States is poiskl to launch missile strikes 
against Iraq because of that regime's suspected CBW 
programme. This aggressive policy to combat the spread 
of deadly weapons of mass destruction ignores, however, 
what appears to be a substantial CBW programme in 
Israel. 

During the past month, a few scattered press reports 
have presented both dramatic evidence and strong sug- 
gesdons of Israel's efforts in this field. Since all of the 
reveladons have either appeared in the mainstream Israeli 
press or been conflnned by ofndal Israeli sources, they 
can not be dismissed as mere propaganda. 

First was ±e October 1st admission by the Israeli gov- 
ernment that its El Al cargo plane that crashed into an 
apartment building in 1992 did in fact carry a sizeable 
shipment of deadly Sarin gas components. This admission 
confirmed the reveladons of a report that had appeared in 
a Dutch newspaper. 

The 1992 El Al crash resulted in the death of 43 people. 
But in the past six years at least 1,200 residents of the 
crash site's neighbourhood have complained of mysteri- 
ous illnesses including skin disease, birth defects and can- 
cer. There were a number of mysterious events that 
occurred immediately after the crash, including the pres- 
ence of suspicious invesdgators dr^sed in what were 


described as “space suits." These "investigators” were 
not involved in rescue operations, but were seen remov- 
ing evidence from the plane. Hiis evidence has never 
been located. 

In an effort to get to the bottom of this mystery, the 
Dutch newspaper pieced together the evidence that 
remained and discovered the presence of 800 pounds of 
uranium and substantial amounts of three of the chemi- 
cals needed to make deadly nerve gas. 

It was only after this revelation, that the Israeli govern- 
ment offered its admission. The Dutch Parliament has 
oitiered a full inquiry to determine whether their govern- 
ment participated with the Israelis in a cover-up of this 
incident 

A few days later the Sunday Times of London reported 
th.nt Israeli military sources confirmed that "Israeli assault 
aircraft have been equipped to cany chemical and biolog- 
ical weapons." They identified the site where these 
weapons were produced as the same location where the 
cargo of the crashed El Al plane was to have been deliv- 
ered. 

The article went on to note that the Israeli plant "manu- 
factures not only chemical and biological weapons for use 
in bombs, but for more'unusual weapons as well." The 
ardcle quoted an Israeli source as noting chat "there is not 
a single known or unknown form of chemical and biolog- 
ical weapon which is not manufactured" at the site. 

One of these weapons was identified as the poison that 


was used in the 1997 assassination attempt against Hamas 
leader Kbaled Misha' al. 

One other baarrt and even more distuibing weapon 
apparently developed at the Israeli'plant was identified in 
an October 29th Jerusalem Post report as a so called “eth- 
nic buDeL” This is a biological weapon that claims to be 
designed uniquely to effect the genetic system of Arabs. 

It was claimed to have been developed in cooperation 
witii South Afirican scientists who during apartheid sought 
to design a similar weapon that would only effect blacks. 
While this story cannot be verified, it is {ve^ely the f^t 
that there are no inspections of Israeli facilities despite 
significant evidence of CBW development that allows 
stories siich as this to cause great concern. 

All of this evidence highli^ts a serious problem that 
can not be ignored. Israel has signed but never ratified the 
international convention against chemical and biological 
weapons and its scientific facilities, like its nuclear instal- 
lations, have never been open to international inspections. 

This evidence that Israel has developed and weaponised 
CBW and in the case of Khaled Misha'al, has actually 
used such we^>oas ought to receive greater international 
attention than it has up until now. It is only logical to 
assert tiiat to be effective and credible any inteisational 
effort to rid the Middle East of chemical and biological 
weapons of mass destruction must be universal and con- 
sistent 


They seek them here, they seek them there... 


By Geoi^ S. HIshmeb 

A STARTLING little Int of infonnation 
here amidst the high drama surrounding 
the near terror promised Iraq this past 
weekend by the Umred States and Britain 
is ih^ UNSCOM. the coatreversial U.N. 
agency in cbaige of scrafping Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction, has not 
been able to find on its own any addition- 
al weapons since the 1991 Gulf War. 

The Republican vice presidential nom- 
inee. Jack Kemp, said in a public state- 
ment last Friday that he and his staff "can 
find no evidence of UNSCOM documen- 
tation" of further weapons finds. 

Robert D. Novak, Ae prominent con- 
serv^ve American commencuor. report- 
ed that he bad asked the Stale 
Department spokesman earlier this 
. month "whedier it was accurate that no 
we^ns of mass destruction have been 
found in Iraq since just after the Gulf War 
ended aitd that th^ discovered at \bat 
time were disclosed by Iraqi officials.*' 

James P. Rubin asserted then that the 
weapons inspectors "have found more 
weapons of mass destruction in the %ven ■ 
years since die Gulf war than were 
destroyed during the Gulf war." 

Bur writing in his column on Monday 
in the Washington Post, Novak insisted 
"that is almost untrue" and added that 
when he again asked Rubin about 
Kemp's statement of last Hiday Rubin 
"cited specifically only the weapons 
pointed out by the Iraqis in 1991, tii^gfa 
he added that he had been assured there 
have been other discoveries." 

Martin Indyk the assistant secretary of 
state for Near Eastern Affairs, also main- 
tained at a briefing for the fexeign [xess 
here on Monday that UNSCOM's 
unpublicised failure was “not true." and 
assured the writer, "and to give you the 


most recent example, the discoveiy of 
VX (nerve gas) (xi waihead firagments is 
an example of the kind of work that 
UNSCOM is able to do in terms of track- 
ing down what Iraq has done with its 
WMD (weapons of mass desmictioa) 
programmes." 

Naturally Indyk skipped over the doubt 
cast by tests in France and Switzerland 
which could not substantiate the ques^ 
tionable findings by American lab of 
traces of VX gas on some destroyed Iraqi 
waiheads. 

The role of UNSCOM has also become 
controversial after die resignation of chief 
insp^tor Scott Rittec, a former American 
Marine, who admitted that he had con- 
tacts Israeli and American intelli- 
gence during his wo± in Baghdad for the 
intemational oiganisatic«L President 
Clinton and the State Depaitment quick- 
ly came to the defence of UNSCOM on 
Monday, but they did not actually assert 
that it was the UJ4. inspeccors who had 
ftxind the% alleged stocks of biolo^cal 
and cfaeinkal weapoos-Biaking matenals. 
•Rather. CUcu^ reported that "Since the 
system was. created and the inspections 
began. Iraq has been fbre^ to declare 
and destroy^ among other things, neariy 
40,000 cbeHZucal weapons, o^y 700 
tonnes of chemical weapons agents, 48 
cqjerational missfles and 30 wadK^ 
e^TecialJy fitted for chemical' and Nolog- 
icri weapons, and a masrive biologic^ 
weape^ plant equipped to {Hfduoe 
aml^ and c«her deadly agents." 

Foreign diplomats prixrately ridicule 
UNSCOM's inabili^ to find any 
weapons in the past seven years and 
some have wondered aloud whether it 
may take the UJ^. commissioo another 
50 years to complete its job. 

A week ago as a matter of fact, the New 
York Tunes quoted senior American offi- 


cials as saying that the Qintoo adminis- 
tration “is piepating to abandem the 
United Nations inspections r^me as an 
effective instrument fra: restraining*’ Iraqi 
President StuJdam HusseiiL Even in a 
recent testimony before Congress 
Defence Secretary ^M^iam Coben under- 
lined tbe difficulties fedng die U mis- 
sion, pointing out that a few in^iecccxs 
could not poshly find concealed 
weapons in a country tbe size of several 
American states in die nottb-easL ■ 

The near consensus here before the 
American and British military bidld-iq) 
was on traditional containment duou^ 
sanctions. 

Again when the fiitiJity of sancticos 
was pointed out to Indyk at the press 
briefing by this writer as is the case with 
Cuba which has faced neariy 40 years of 
U.S. sanctions without any discernible 
change in the Communist regiine a few 
miles from the Honda Kqis, Indyk 
admitted tfa^d ‘loosening Saddam’s grip 
on power is a ffaimrin g chalieoge" blam- 
ing vit raa-'liis 'ruddessness. 'and-becaiise 
his regime is so represave." ‘ 

' rJnd^ went on. “and diat’&wl^ w&'ze. 
realistic abont this, and believe it will 
take some time." 

He also conceded that "the sanctions 
have bad (he effect of hurting tbe baqi 
pec^le" but with die oU-for-fbod pro- 
gramme. which is expected to be 
renewed shortly, be azgu^ that "sane- 
tirais could be maintamed until there was 
ftiU coaqiliaoce.’' 

If so, it should not come as a surprise to 
the Clinton administratirai if it finds (hat 
it will have to gp it alone on tbe issue of 
sanctions, which actually have been erod- 
ing for some time. Take the. case of the 
new feoy service between Dubai and 
Iraq, the gromng bade witb IiMfia, 
Ttiikey, Iran and Syria. 




Best wishes 



To the editor: 


HAVING LIVED in Amman in the past year, and visit- 
ed twice, we just wanted to convey our very best hopes 
and wishes for His Majesty King Hussein's good health, 
h^piness and a long and prosperous life. He is a won- 
der^ King and a wonderful person, beloved by his 
pie, and we respect and admire him very much. We wish 
King Hussein and the wonderful country and people of 
Jord^ peace and prosperity. 

Mis. JC Noel & Mr. Mark Noel . 

I^caynne, Mississippi 
U.S. 

A little hypocritical 

To the editor: 

THE NOVEMBER 15th edition of the Sunday Times 
repoited that Israel is develojring a genetically esgi- 
neei^ virus £u:.bacreiijLim..spe;(rifica]|y. .d^^ to lull 
. Ar^. Jews exposed^to the same germs, would be left 
uaa;ffe<^^|uem.th^.u ..... 

This research is being carried out ai Israel's main bio- 
logical weapons research facility at Nes Tziyona.'As no 
weapon can be used without fir^ being testi^ one won- 
ders if the Israelis are planning to infect some of their 
own Palestinian prisoners as test subjects. Doesn’t this 
make America’s tirade about Iraq a little hypocritical 
since America's $6.2 billion a year subsidy of Israel is 
financing this criminal research? , 

Ethnic cleansing, land theft; germ warfare, and 
planned racial genocide are all evils the United States 
opposes unless Israel does it! 

Christopher Calder 
calder@dUppermet 
377 W 8th, apt U4 
Eugene, OR 97401 
U.S. 


A generation sanctioned to death 


By K. Shreeram 

EVEN AS Washington and London prepared 
to bomb Iraq, the ritual human sacrifice of 
Iraqis continued unabated. Corpses continue 
to pile up. victims of Washin^on's cynical 
and duplicitous policies in tbe Middle East 

The statistics may be old hat now. but the 
dead are not — more than 250 people, most- 
ly children under 5, die each day because of 
sanctions, according to a UNICEF report 
released in April. More than one-and-a-half 
million faceless, nameless, and relatively 
imreported brown people have been killed 
by the sanctions imposed in 1990. That's 
about 5 per cent of Li^'s pre-sanctions pop- 
ulation. In penrentage terms, that is equiva- 
lent to about 13 million dead Americans. 
The World Food Programme says more than 
1.2 milli on Iraqi children died due to the 
erobaigo between August 1990 and August 
1997 — a generation sanctioned into non- 
existence. 

The per capita income of Iraq has gone 
from $2,900 a year to $60 a year. A can of 
powdered milk costs as much as one month 
of a doctor's salary. Surgery is conducted 
routinely without anaesthesia. Sanitation 
facilities are abysmal. Fifty per cent of the 
rural population does not have access to 
potable water, compared to a 92 per cent 
access rate in 1990. The majority of Iraqis 
has been on a semi-starvation diet for the last 
few years, according to the World Health 
Organisation. Infant mortality has increased 
six-fold since 1990. The once exemplary and 
fr^ public health system has been decimat- 
ed. Inflation has increased astronomically. 
According to the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, tbe price of wheat flour in 
August 1995 was 11.677 times higher (1.16 
million per cent) than in July 1990. Crime 
has skyrocketed. 

“This is a town where people used to leave 
tbe key in tte front door, leave their cars 
unlocked, where crime was almost 
unknown. We have, through the sanctions, 
really disrupted this quality of life, the stan- 
dard of behaviour that was common in Iraq 
before," said Denis Halliday, who in 
September resigned his post as co-ordinator 


of the U.N. oil-for-food deal in Iraq. 

Writing in the New Internationalist earlier 
this year. Felicity Aibuthnot describes a little 
incident she witnessed in Iraq: "In a small 
grocery store in a poor area of Baghdad early 
one morning I 

watched a child 

of perhaps five, ‘In a small gi 
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xl deal in Iraq. sanctions have killed more than 10 times that 

Internationalist earlier number. 
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terribly important errand: 
he bought one egg. A tray 
of 30 eggs exceeds a 
university professor’s 
monthly salary... As he left, 
the child dropped the egg. 

He fell to the floor, 
frantically trying to pick the 
shell, yolk and white, with 
his small hands, tears 
streaming down his face:’ 


me becunty the Rights of the 

Council firom — Child. 

export to Iraq are adhesive tape, soccer balls. And what of Washington’s duplicity? 
bags, bicycles, books, calculators, candle “Israel occupies temtory illegally for tbi^ 
sticks, toys, children's clothing, shoelaces, years, it violates tbe Geneva con^ntions at 
I^ps, deter;^nt5, dolls, eyeglasses, hair- will, conducts invasions, temxist attacks and 
pins, paper clips and medical supplies. assassinations against Arabs, and still, the 
The list is endless. U.S. vetoes every sanction against it in the 

The loss of life caused by the sanctions U.N. Syria. Sudan, Libya, Iraq are classified 
has made Saddam Hussein's human rights as ‘rogue’ states. Sanctions against them are 
record virtually pale into insignificance, far harsher than agmnst any ocher countries 
Amnesty International estimates that in the history of U.S. foreign politty. And still 
Hussein’s regiine killed 130, OCX) people the U.S. expects that its own foreign policy 
between 1979 and 1989. In eight years, the agenda ou^i to prevail” wrote Colmnbia 


University Professor . Edward Said, in Al- 
Hayat newsp^jer in London. 

And. speaking of (he werqions of mass 
destruction that Washington claims ad nau- 
seam to be so concerned about, a U.N. 
General Assembly committee on Tuesday, 
Nov. 10, voted 1^ - 2 asking Israel "not to 
develop, produce, test or otherwise acquire 
nuclear weapons, and to renounce posses- 
sion of nuclear weapons." and to sign tbe 
nuclear Non- proliferation Treaty (NPT). 
The two countries voting agmnst the resolu- 
tion were Israel and the United States. 

And in the wake of admissions by 
UNSCOM chief Richard Butler t^ U.N. 
inspectors had shared intelligeace informa- 
tion with Israel, and allegations last week by 
a British MP that five UNSCOM inqiectors 
were undercover Israeli Mossad agents, 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak flatly 
refill to endorse military strikes against 
Iraq. 

"Iheie is not a single Arab country which 
backs a recourse to force against Iraq, and all 
are preoccupied by the lot of tbe Iraqi pea: 
pie.*’ he told Egyptian Ministers of 
Parliament Tuesday, Nov. 10. 

But Washington's hypocrisy, of course, 
neither begins nor ends with Israel. This is a 
country that was the only one to have ever 
dit^iped a nuclear bomb on human beings, a 
couD&y that is the world's latgest stocl^Uer 
of weapons of mass destruction, and one that 
has over die last 50 years installed and sup- 
ported some of the most murderous dictators 
the world has seen. To bear officials of this 
c(^tiy speak self-righteously of the need to 
eliminate Iraqi weapons and Iraqi violations 
of international law should turn anyone's 
stomach. 

But historic amnesia and a history-starved 
populace guarantee settled stomachs in the 
United States even as that government's pol- 
icy ensures that, a world away, little food 
m a ke s its way into the hungry mouths of 
brown chfidren 'with shmnkai^ bellies who 
will join the dead bef^ they have had a 
chance to live. 

The writer is former news editor of the hue New 
York Gueutiian. 
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Jordan Hmes, Wednesday, November 18, 1998 


East Timor troop withdrawal proves to be fiction 

Indonesia made a big deal in July about withdrawing troops from the occupied territory of East Timor, bringing a piane-ioad 
of foreign Journalists in for the occasion. But was the withdrawal merely a public relations exercise? 

Perrin an Australian journalist, visible on every street comer in Dili, and sources to be questionable. Yet this did 
ffbo.nas.si^iit tne past two months in East throughout the countryside. not stop Mra employing a convoy of 


10 THE military commanders of the Indone- 
sian Armed Forces in East Timor. July 28 was 
a red-lettCT day. 

On day, in a perfecUy-executed public 
lelaiions excise, a large delegation of foreign 
'joucD^sts was flown in from Jakarta to wit- 
ness the ‘.‘goodwill" withdrawal of 1 .000 troops 
hom die docks of Dili, the capital of the terri- 
jory. Hie withdraw'al, the assembled media 
told, was the first stage of a gradual 
{eduction in troop numbers promised by Jakar- 
ta, as a signal to the international community 
tfiat it was committed to finding a peaceful 
soMoq to the 23-year-oId dispute over the ter- 
ritory. 

Never. mind tiiat only 398 troops were with- 
drawn that day. When they arrived back in 
Jakarta after a night of offici^ Indonesian 
functions in Dili, the foreign press — with few' 
exceptions — reported that 1,000 troops had 
been wididraivn, as the press release had stated. 
The jouroalisis were promised that the rest of 
the troop reductions would occur in the follow- 
ing month. 

^That never happened, 
indeed, less than two weeks after the “with- 
villagers in the coastal settlements of 
Comma and Lautem in the east heard the sol- 
diers coming back. In the dead of night, after 
aniving on a big barge, around 20 trucks fiill of 
commandos and marines were seen crawling 
iq) the hill towards the Los Palos township. A 
few weeks later, further east long the coast in 
Lore, another shipment of heavily armed 
troops arrived. Reports of the landing quickly 
through the porous Timorese commu- 
nity and onto the Internet, but it was too late to 
stcfi.die perception in the intemational commu- 
nity that Indonesia was withdrawing from East 
firaoL 

.But by September, the perception began to 
chs^. The reports became more pronounced 
ande\'idence of increased mi!itar\' acriiiiv wav 


visible on every street comer in Dili, and 
throughout the countryside. 

In the military command headquarters in 
Dili, however, despite overwhelming evidence 
to the contrary, and perhaps encouraged by 
their succe.s.«; in hoodwinking the imemational 
community in July, officials maintained their 
position to journalists and visiting ambassadors 
that there had been no build-up of troops, that 
no combat troops existed in the province, only 
territorial battaJions. and that troop with- 
drawals continued to take place. 

But a secret military document leaked in lute 
October put the precise numbers of Indonesian 
troops in East Timor at 17.834 troops and con- 
firmed the continued presence of combat 
troops: 7,938 of them. 

Colonel Tono Suratman, the armed forces 
commander in East Timor told me in October 
that 10,600 troops remained in the territory, a 
reduction of 1.400 since July. This line was 
consistently trotted out by the central govern- 
ment in Jakarta. “This is the truth, the absolute 
truth." the commander said. 

As proof, he invited me to visit Battalion 3 1 5. 
responsible for the entire central region of East 
Tunor and based in Manatuto, about 60 kilo- 
metres east of Dili. 

My day spent with 3 1 5 was the kind of care- 
fully choreographed public relations exercise 
for which the Javanese are justly famous. In the 
morning, with the Battalion commander Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Sanius Abastari. 40. from Java, 
we visited one of the 78 military posts under 
his command. These posts are found in every 
village and town in ^$t Timor. Their official 
role is to provide security to the villagers from 
the rebel forces, and to assist the villagers in 
matters of health, education and agriculture. 
Rarely is the latter function carried oul and 
security is more to do with monitoring the 
movements and actions of the local people to 
ensure they do not provide assistance to the 
rebel forces. 

In a day of high farce, the commander told 
me his region had never had trouble with the 
rebel I'nrces. a statement I knew from mv own 


sources to be questionable. Yet this did 
□01 stop him employing a convoy of 
three trucks filled with heavily unned 
soldiers dressed for combat to ride 
before and behind his jeep, itself 
equipped with a high-powered machine 
gun and with three of the battalion's 
sharp shooters clutching Ml 6s on the 
back. 

When we arrived at the village, the 
whole town had surrounded the military 
post, seemingly spending their leisure 
time there. “You see," said the com- 
mander. “the people see the soldiers a.s 
family. If they want the posts to be 
removed 1 would move it. But they 
always ask me to keep it here." 

One old man 'who was brought for- 
ward said. “1 do not w'ant the soldiers to 
go. If they go, the rebels tPalintil pro- 
independence fighters) come and kill 
us." The battalion doctor was then 
brought out. distributing medicines and 
advice to the sick and the elderly, say- 
ing, “I come here every week giving 
medicines." 

A few weeks later, I retumed to the 
village unaccompanied and heard a dif- 
ferent story. The villagers said ±ey had — 
been rounded up 30 minutes before the Es 
commander and I arrived, and told to ref 
congregate at the military post. 

In the house closest to the military 
post, not 10 metres away, a woman's two baby 
children were in the final stages of malaria, 
days away from death. She had never seen the 
doctor In the village before. 

The villagers alleged the troops positioned in 
the militar>' post spent Lite day sleeping, and the 
night patrolling surrounding area. “They 
are not territorial." said one man. As I left the 
village, a few of the people shook my hand 
with a clasp and a clench — the covert Falintil 
handshake. 

.As recently as October 1 2. when tens of thou- 
sands of demonstrators took to the streets to 
prote.st again.st a military offeasive against Fal- 



East Timorese demonstrators on the streets of Dili, the capital city, calling for a 
referendum on the future of East Timor (file photo) 


imil fighters. Colonel Suratman said the 
demonstrators were wasting their time, that 
were was no offensive and no build-up. But the 
protest, which received wide coverage in the 
intemational media, had made its poini. 

U.N. Secretary-general Kofi Annan called for 
a substantial r^ucuon in Indonesian troops 
and an end to all military activity in the 
province. The leaders in Jakarta and comman- 
ders in East Timor ducked for cover, less con- 
vincingly ruruiing the same line on troop with- 
drawals, perhaps hoping the issue would go 
away. The leaked document has put it back into 
the spotlight. 

Many here Ivlieie the iniliiary pmmoies 


divisions between the Timorese, and that a fair 
solution to the problem, whatever it may be. 
cannot be found while the high militaiy pres- 
ence remains. 

The Indonesian government has some 
explaining to do in front of the intemutional 
community: Is it serious about finding a peace- 
ful and democratic solution to the vexing ques- 
tion of East Traor. as it has repeatedly stated? 
Or is this position merely a smoke screen to 
gain favour and, at the same time, provide the 
time it needs to destabilise the strong pro-refer- 
endum voice in East Timor? 

— (Ji'HjIiJi .Vrn^. 












T. Gargour & Fils Co. welcomes The German President 
Roman Herzog and Mrs, Herzog on their official visit to Jordan 
As guests of Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor. 



Sense and Sensibility. The New S-Class. 


T. Gargour & Fils Co. 

Sahab Showroom Tel. 4162410 Al-MaditiaAI-Mui)awraSLTbl.5523llO P.O.Box 721 Amman 1 1592 Jordan 


Mercedes-Benz 

The Future of the Automobile. 
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OECD sees risk of stagnation in worid economy 


PARIS (R) — The world 
economy, hurt by crisis in 
emerging market 

economies, could grind to a 
halt next year IT central 
banks in the United States 
and elsewhere are not ready 
to cut interest rates, the 
OECD said Tuesday. 

The Paris-based Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
(OECD) said in a new 
report the turmoil which 
spilled out of Asia in recent 
months was likely to halve 
global economic growth to 
just two per cent this year 
and nexL 

It cut its forecast for U.S, 
growth next year to 1 .5 per 
cent from the 2,1 per cent it 
was predicting in June and 
said it would take another, 
cut of half a percentage- 
point in the key fedei^ 
funds rate as well as calmer' 
markets just to meet this 
goal, 

A “worst case" scenario of 
protracted or worsening 
fmancial instability could 


even tip the United States 
into recession with Japan, 
tugging the economy world- 
wide to virtual standstill, the 
OECD said in its latest Eco- 
nomic Outlook, a twice- 
yearly report 

OECD chief economist 
Ignazio Visco told a news 
conference the probability 
of this scenario was slim- 
mer now than during the 
height of world financial 
market instability in Sep- 
tember but that ±e risks 
were “still on the down- 
side." 

Visco steered clear of 
commenting on the U.S. 
central bank's meeting on 
Tuesday, which many econ- 
omists expected to end with, 
the announcement of anoth- 
er rate cut but he said cuts 
in the future were likely, 
possibly early in the 
half of 1999. 

The previous OECD 
report in June was less 
downbeat but came at a 
time when the world's lead- 
ing economies believed 


they would be protected 
from a crisis which had 
plunged Asian economies 
such as Thailand, South 
Korea and Indonesia into 
recession. 

But Russia's political and 
economic meltdown in 
August stung them into 
action as financial markets 
deserted “emerging market’' 
economies whfch they had 
been happily pumping 
money into, with a knock- 
on e^ect in the big 
economies as well. 

“Financial turbulence has 
now spread to the point 
where few, if any, countries 
remain untouched," the 
OECD report said, 

.Altbou^ the European 
Union (EU). and in particu- 
lar the 1 1 -nation zone that is 
about to establish the com- 
mon euro currency, should 
experience relatively robust 
growth, the OECD predict- 
ed falling interest rates in 
the months after monetary 
policy transfers to the Euro- 
pean Central Bank in Janu- 


aiy. 

The OECD downg^ed 
its forecast for growth in the 
15-nation European . Union 
to 12 per cent for next year 
from a June forecast of 2.8 
per cent, while it gave a 
growth prediction of 2.5 per 
cent for the 11 euro-zone 
countries. 

Though it forecast Japan 
scraping back to 0.2 per 
cent growth in 1999 a^r 
two years of recession and 
economic shrinkage of 2.6 
per cent this year, the 
OECD said its “central pro- 
jections" for all countries 
were subject w “consider- 
able downside risks." 

“A further shock In Asia 
cannot be excluded." it said. 

Failure by Japan to clean 
up a bank sector which is 
creaking under an estimated 
$1.0 trillion in bad loans, or 
failure to get consume 
spending again could bun 
the Japanese currency and 
trigger another round of 
damaging currency devalu- 
ation in Am.i. 


71)ere was considerable 
risk of another share maiket 
tumble like the one that 
wiped 20-35 per cent off 
many big stock markets 
after Russia’s government 
dissolution, currency deval- 
uation and quasi-default on 
debt payments. 

Greater calm since Octo- 
ber had allowed the share 
markets to recoup much of 
the lost ground, but a 
decline ^m the inflated 
stock price peaks .of July 
appeared to have been justi- 
fied. which raised the likli- 
hood of further falls, the 
OECD said. 

The increasingly intema- 
tirnial nature of trade and 
fUtancial ties in a global 
economy also made the 29 
mainly industrialised 
OECD nations more vulner- 
able to trouble elsewhere, it 
said. 

The OECD’s report went 
to the printers before further 
news on Monday on Japan's 
economic recovery plans 
and announcement of a 


stand-by credit line to pre- 
vent Brazil, the largest 
economy in Latin America, 
falling as the next victim of 
scared investors. 

Its “central projections" 
allow for a rebound after 
ne.xt year, if greater sttd}ility 
prevails, with growth 
expected to pick up to 
per cent in the United 


Exchange Rates 


States, 0.7 percent in Japan 
and 2.5 per cent in the Euro- 
pean Union in 2000. 

This takes into account 
the recent and expected cuts 
in U.S. borrowing costs, as 
well as cuts in Canada and 
Britain and some of the 
countries preparing for 
monetary union. 

But the “worst case" sce- 


nario. where interest rates 
do not change despite con- 
tinuing turmoil paints a far 
grimmer picture of 0.4 per 
cent U.S. shrinkage. Japan 
staying in recession mth a 
2.4 per cent contraction, the 
EU scraping 0.7 per cent 
and die OECD zone virtual- 
ly .<;tagnanz with 0. 1 per cent 
growth. 
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Council to examine 


‘99 budget before 
end of this month 


By Issam Qadamani 

AMMAN — ^The consulta- 
tive council is due to hold a 
meeting in the coming two 
weeks under the chairman- 
ship of Prime Minister 
Fayez Tamwneh in order to 
examine the draft 1999 state 
budget. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that the 1999 
budget is expected to 
exceed the JD2 billion 
level . up from JD1987 bil- 
lion in the 1998 budget 
according to initial esti- 
mates. 

The Genera) Budget 
Department has completed 
drai^ting ±e budget projec- 
tions in its preliminaiy form 


according to these sources 
which noted that the budget 
could be endorsed in its 
final form by the end of this 
month when it would be 
ready for debate by the 
Lower House of Parliament 
at its coming ordinary ses- 
sion. 

According to the same 
sources, the 1999 budget 
reflects the government's 
strategy on combating 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

A responsible official at 
the bud^ department said 
the 1999 fiscal budget will 
make allocations for financ- 
ing the government-spon- 
sored social safety package 
plan which will be imple- 


mented over several years 
starting the coming year. 

In addition, the budget is 
to include also independent 
budgets for each gover- 
norate rupUal pro- 

jects in each, the source 
pointed out 

The 1999 draft budget is 
expected to reflect reduc- 
tion in public expenditure 
to ensure that the revenues 
will cover the expected 
expenditures. 

The budget department 
had conducted consulta- 
tions with the various gov- 
ernment depanznents in the 
past few months in order to 
determine their needs to be 
included in the 1999 budget. 


Singapore belatedly joins Asian recession club 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Singapore has technically 
entered a recession and 
could plunge into negative 
growth in 1999 due to weak 
external and domestic 
demand, die ministry of 
trade and industry (MTO 
said in a report 
It forecast a range of minus 
] .0 to po.sitive 1 .0 per cent 
gross domestic product 


(GDP) growth in 1999 after 
releasing third-quarter 1998 
data showing a year-on-year 
contraction of 0.7 per cent in 
the July-September period. 

The MTI said the "slowing 
momentum of key markets" 
like the United States and 
the European Union will 
dampen external demand for 
Singapore's products. 

"Domestic demand will 


also remain weak due to 
poor consumer and investor 
seDtiments. and weak coipo- 
rate earnings," it added. 

Economists say Singapore 
bod been able to bold off a 
recession longer than its 
neighbours have because of 
its strong economic funda- 
mentals. high foreign 
reserves and negligible for- 
eign debL 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


ACROSS 


domlneenng 
8 Filnchers 

15 Fast-paced, in 
music 

16 Interstices 

17 Answers 
IB Attics 

19 WWiThe.’ 
All's sobriquet 

21 In the work 
Oted: Latin 

22 Lattice strip 

23 McKellen and. 


26 Lower digit 

27 French summer 

28 Restriction 

32 Sun. homily 

33 Affability 

34 Citrus drink 

35 Guadalajara 
gold 

36 Like an 
anagram 


42 Disfigure 

45 Stationery 
imprints 

46 Best pitcher 

47 Rocky crag 

46 Top-drawer 

49 Increase in 
volume of 
music: abbr. 

50 Not suitable 

53 'Grease' slar 

56 Radieteer 

59 Inslgnificanl 

60 Suilerdd 
humiliation 

61 Cooperative 
agreement 

62 C^ressionai 
meeting 

63 Evening 
receptions 

DOWN 

1 Breaks in and 
steals 

2 Manage 

3 Men at the 
Pearty Gates 

4 Perns' amen 

5 ^ux piece: 
abbr. 

6 Fencing 
sword 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


TMSPuzzlssQaol.coni 



ByWlllyA.wiaeman 

New York, NY 

7 •William Teir 
composer 

8 Rascal 

9 Nest-egg $ 

10 Roman tyrant 

11 Business abbr. 

12 Political winner 

13 Fixed food 
portions 

14 Stanzas of 
sonnets 

20 See-ya! 

24 Seize suddenly 

25 Stored grain 

28 Core group 

29 1998 winner of 
two major goH 
tourneys 

SOSodaily Irrept 
chaiscters 

31 6 on the 
telephone 

34 Play a role 

36 Last s^lables 
Of words 

37 Newborn 

38 Aerial attacks 

39 Unit of 
electrical 
conductance 


□□□□ □□□□ QHBBB 
BEIEIB QBEID IDSI3DI3 
QQllQ □□□□ DdSBO 
mmBUl SDBQQQBEIDCI 
□DBaSDIlQ nSQ 

□QD G]nCH3BDS 
QBBEIEDQDBI3B BBB 
BIiaEB BBS DODBC] 
BBB BBDBBBBBQB 
□BDBnClB DBB 

DBD DBaBBCinB 
DBQBBQBBDQ BBBQ 
□QDDCl □□□□ DBOIB 
BBQBB DDBB aBBa 
BBQBBBBBB BBDB 


iQimiieina Hbm Smm, lie 

Al NtHi tOMmd 


40 Deflected 

41 Ophefia's 
brother 

42 Flope made of 
two twisted 
strands 

43 Synthetic cloth 

44 Used purchases 

49 Lid 


51 Photos 

52 Spelling's 

daughter 

54 River of 
Rorence 

55 Levu, Hji 

57 Jack of 'Barney 
Miller* 

58 PosMSS 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


and Trade preparing 
a fTationai industriai policy for Jordan 


I ** TWE MINISTRY of Industry and 
)>nade is cumsntly prepaiine a nadonaJ 
; In^usi^ TOlicy which will be based 
DO general principles' of economic 


I and jomiiw the world Trade 
I Oiganisation (WTOl. 

^ gxaniining such a policy in a study, 
^ii^ duector of industrial development 
die ministry said the general princi- 
would offer many opportunities 
4 pose mwy challenges. ‘The public 
^aod pi^te sectors should deal with 
iitem (principles) with efficiency to 
^iD^nse of me opportunities, face the 
^cballedges and opumise the use of nat- 
resources in order to achieve high 
itunducdvity and quality," the stu9y 
;|saii ■ 

^ Tbe director, Ahmad Hmdawi, said 
: Ihe lifting of protecuon enjoyed by 
>;]ocal indi^tries should be gradual. 

that reducins customs duties on 
r^ndostrial inputs should come before 
ng customs on the final products 
:be focus should also be on 


long-term policies. Hindawi indicated 
that goyemnienis cannot preset the 
fluctuations in markets in the long- 
term and stressed that ^‘creating a hi^ 
compedtive capability for national 
uidustries is a long-temi process that 
requires continuous efforts in all 
human and technical capabilities. 

The study formulated a futuristic 
view for the industrial sector in Jordan 
by highlighting the highly qualified 
human resources that the Kingdom 
enjoys. It mentioned that the mfra- 
stnicture is complete and integrated 
with an encouraging technological 
structure and that there will be an 
inflow of local and foreign investments 
as a result of having a very attractive 
business enviroruneoL 

A number of technical committees 
and work teams have been formed to 
focus on each industrial sector sepa- 
rately and to pinpoint the problems it 
faces in order to them into consid- 
eration when designing and preparing 
the national indusdiial policy (Ai Arab 
Yawm). 


Association of dentists moves to enforce 
discipiine in practising the profession 


** IN AN unprecedented move, the 
jssQciation ‘of dentists has asked the 
Ministry of Health to close a number 
of dent^ clinics and issued warning to 
others within a campaign to rectify 
ibe status of the profession and to stop 
dir ^enomenon which the associa- 
described as “inferiors to the pro- 
ion/’ 

la a press statement, the president of 


the association said the board "has 
noticed that a number of unlicensed 
clinics were being set up and that 
some dental technicians were treating 
people at their homes without refer- 
ring them to dentists." As such, he 
added, the association has found it 
necessary to counter such practices 
and put an end to chaotic behaviour 
(Al Dustour). 


Egypt needs to deepen bond market — analysts 


\m 


! 

■in 


JUES: (March 21 to Apiil 
You Toi^ feel like you 
I'l bave enough money and 
w wflL Assess your sinia- t 

perhaps with the aid of a FOIU^ASi'. WEDM 
odal counsellor, and you 

find dieie's more mcxiey By Linda C, Blacky Tr 

He than you thought I— ^ 

BC are kHs of ways to get it, 

1 ouDy of wlucb you've never beard of. Don't stude 
it's hopeless;. 

Sf(A^ 20'to May 20) Looks like your mate or patt- 
«>c^.tbe shots right now. He or she has things pik- 
uiLS^o£.'so'if the plan tsTb you^ relax and 

the ode. You want to stand up for ytxir most impoitant 
but there's no point in squt^ling ova- the little stuff. 
D: ^ay 21 to June 21) We've got some very demand- 
Ittple out there, and you're going to be working overtime 
^ op with them. If you're in the communications held, 
be just about at your wits end. Listen instead of talk- 
l you'D save yourself a lot of trouble. You may not jpi 
tD talk miirh, ]xjt it'll Still be an utqxovemenL 
ER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Looks like y-ou^re in love, but 
■rie gocoifaer w-cok that needs to be done. So there could be 
lit of a r mftirt. The emotional aspect is going along quite 
bowevec. You always do better in coii^iicms like these, 
«ED if you teve a problem, your chances of finding a wodc- 
bsHutira are excellent 

SO: (July 22 to August 21 } If you're like most Leos. you’re 
used on public matters most of the time. Right now, how^*- 
a's private matters tiwr claim your attention. Spend time with 
^pspte you love. There arc decisions to be made, issues to 
Qlkjpri put Best to do that now. Later in the week, it U be 
(Sfficult fa* pecple to express themselves. 

JO; (August 22 to Sqxember 22) The conditions in effect 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt needs to 
diversify the types of bonds it 
and issue them regularly 
to develop its bond macket as an 
invesmsnt tool analysB say. 

T'm not happy at ^ with the 
bond market here. It is in every- 
body's interest to see an increas- 
ing Hading volume in txnds in 
Egypt" said Mostafa AssaL 
head of the fixed income desk at 
EFG Heones Securities Bro- 
kerage. 

"Id any normal market Had- 
ing in bonds exceeds or at least 
equals trading in equities. In our 
maikei this is not the case." he 

The Capital Markets Authori- 
ty (CMA) puts die value of Had- 
ing in bonds from the beginning 
of 1998diioughNov'. 12 at 969 
milli on pounds (S28S million), 
compared to 380 million 
pounds in all of 1997. 

Ibe value of trading in shuiVN 
was 13.6 billion poimds in dK* 
same 1998 period compared i«> 
J9.9 bUlion in all of 1997, the 
CMA said. 

Adrian Swinscoe, an ecomv 
mist at the Egyptian Cenne for 
EccHiomic Studies said the bond 
market had not developed at the 
same pace with its equity mar- 
ket because the latter u:is 
^purred by the privatisation 
process, which is part of eco- 
nomic reforms thu began in 
1991. 

"The government had more 
pressing concerns ar die time." 
he said, adding that more uigeni 
issues for the government in 
eariy 1991 were fixing its own 
finances and dealing with new 
fiscal and monetary policies. 

But now the government w-dN 
beginning to focus on develop- 
ing the bond market as another 
invesHnent vehicle and a sourev 


won't be upset WeD. today \ 
that's not likelv to be the case. 


of potential finance. 

Tlte Finance Ministry offered 

its first bonds this year in 
August when it issued 5(X) mil- 
hoa ptHinds treasury bonds with 
seven years maturity. A central 
bank official said any further 
bonds wolifd be issued based on 
need. 

Assal said it w^as up to instiiu- 
dons, the .stare and the central 
bank to develop the bond mar- 
ket and that mote government 
bonds writh different maturities 
were needed. 

"Only through the combined 
efforts of these three players 
will this market grow. There's 
no magic solution." Assal said. 

"For institutions, a liquid 
bond market is a means of both 
investment and finance. The 
muikei has a ioi of poicnual for 
i^Miiivj more cnrpi'r.iii.' I-xhkIs." 


he added. 

Private sector banks and fitms 
have already issued bonds. 

Last year Commercial Inter- 
nationa] Bank offered a 300 
millicHi pounds bond and 
Citibank a 200 million pounds 
bond issue. 

Lakah Group recently issued 
a 250 million pound bond in 
Arab Steel Factory and a SO 
million pounds bond in Suez 
Company for Metallurgical 
Industries would be issued in 
three months. 

Medhat Sobhl a financial 
consultant with Lakah Group, 
said bonds have belp^ 
"refiesh" the Cairo st^ 
exchange but die bond maitet 
was not yet fully developed. 

‘It fihe bond maritet) is wait- 
ing to mature now." Sobhi said. 
■There are some tax benefits for 


bond purchasers. Bonds also 
offer coupon rates ihai are high- 
er than bank deposit rates, 
which creates a beMficial sav- 
ing tool." 

Orascom Projects and Touris- 
tic Develc^ment company 
fOPTD) issued in July an SO 
million pound bond offer with 
lU per cent interest rate. "A 
100 million pounds issue widi 
112 per cent interest rate is in 
the ofiting." said an e-xecutixe 
fiomOPTD, 

Nidal Assar, head of Arab 
Bank's capital market desk, said 
Egypt needed 'Ixmd hinds'' to 
trade solely in bonds because 
mutual funds allocate 60 to 90 
per cent of their portfolios to 
equities. 

‘This would offer a less risky 
investment for 'individuals and 
will create more rK|uidiiy in the 


bond madteL" he said, 

Pteviously. with a limited 
sui^y of bond issues, he said: 
"Investors focused more on the 
equities marke t due to the leap it 
e:q)erienced between end 1996 
and Febmary 1997.’’ 

Also, banks and institutions 
who bought bonds used to hold 
on to them due to the tax shelter 
they offered "But with recent 
chwges in the tax law. to a cer- 
tain extent, it puts some con- 
straints on tax prixileges by 
bonds and Heasuy bills." he 
said 

Iniercapital Securities fixed 
income analyst Ashraf Ghazali 
said Egypt's bond spreads were 
too large. "For any new bond 
issue a larger allocation should 
be offered to incfixridual 
investors rather than big institu- 
liotts to increuNO liquidity" 


Linda C, Blacky Tribune Media Services, Inc* 


that's IKK likely to be the case, 
so if you have negotiations to 

. , .. . — . I do concerning vour career. 

step 15 ) to the plate right noxx'. 

’’ " You’ll negotiate in your own 

ine Media Services, Inc, favour.fbrachange,aDdyou'll 

• - - - i doitwelL 

SCORPIO; (October 23 to 
November 21 ) You're strong, powerful and charismatic. People 
want to do what you teU tb^ to do. In fact, one person in par- 
ticidar is wiDing to do just about whatever you ask. Be rcspon- 
s%le. You don't w'anc to bum this one out 1:^' being too demand - 1 
ing. Money could be coming your way. too, but t^ care. There 
are strings attached. i 

SAGriTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You're \ 
under pressure again today, but the other person can't really ruf - 1 
fie your feathers, since what he has to offer isn't anything you I 
want. You're satined with what you’ve got, and that makes you ' 
a hard nut to crack. You don’t have to put up with pressure tac- ' 
tics, other. With the help of a good fiiend, you can make your \ 
escape. 

C.4PRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Group activities [ 
look like they're going to go well today. might tiiink j 
it's impossible to acti^y get this crowd to do what you want 
but that’s not die case today. The people you're hanging out xxith | 
have a lot ofeneigy and a lot ofgoodid^-Justget them steered | 
in the right (Election. I 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There’s a lot to be [ 
done, and oders to be foDowed. It's ^ing to be difficult to push ' 
your ideas across a gain today, but that's OK. You're listening j 
and learning insteari, and watching for a good opportuniiy. That 
could come as soon as tomorrow, so m^ sure you have all 


in effec, 20 j^yon tin^rfyou.»n.e 

now w^t hnwen^in for another year. The sun and old environment and ^ to ga M of your rm? I^u w™ 

J are both in you are absolutely briUianl. You to buy a boat and enuse ai^ the w^d? Y™ d jrohablv he 

anting up so don't miss this chance to leam good at that Start learttmg h^ to sail. Tate a fw lessons. \oo 

J .,.uo» tkot Jc uw flont nf>ed to do die whole thins now to hax*e the exciDns pan 


Iring xoy important If you don't know what dial is yet 
for a Tnrmitff Whar would vou really like to know? 
tA: (SejKenier 23 to October 22) You sometimes give 
^dan you'Should of your owti allotment so other pec^ie 


don't need to do die whole dung now to hax*e the exciting pan 
start 

Both Stone of Novemben Tbpaz — Tiger’s 




For a short period of time only, 

2% discount on all PAL loans. 


Doruig November & December BritishBank is lowering thrir PAL lending 
interest rates bv an amazing 1%. So IT jon are b need of a personal loan for 
_ . . - _ acar.weddbgoralmostaB 7 thbgelse,nowisthetiffletotakeiL 

x3 n tl S n K 3HK For more informatum meet vonr friendif Customer Service Officer, 

The British Bank of ihe MiJdle Ejsi jjU g|||. ||gt lines; 4770810, 5607471 cxL 106 OT 5636135 . 


The British Bank of ihe Middle East 
Member HSBC Group 


A goodvill present from BritishBank. 
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JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE s 0^.“ 



Kany villas and 

3pai^ents for 

M^dsale 

A Unfurnished 
XKiieinfom^oncall 
Real Estate 


Studio HAIG 

protesshmai 

1 hoursenrice 

Develop ypw ^ 

at our shop and get 

* JUblBO psfvritff s&e 

30%/aiger. 

* Free entaegement 

a?x3gcm- - _ 

ShmeisarM - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. j 
Phone: 5604042 
ftweifieh Tel: 822891^ 



quality Sanrfead Suites 
*One S Two Bedrooms *Fuiiy 

^pped Kitchenettes *D3iiy & 
Lon g Stay *Heaaonabte Rate s 

5di Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 ! 

froail : cqrstaie gacoiajo 


D/ratjAwr 

Rent a Car 

Other eor renfeds moking 
you crazy??? 

UM, eoll us 
well moke 
it simple 

Call 
5510427 , 8,9 


'P! taxi SERVICE 




^ x. ‘*J 


IN THIS 
CALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 




FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
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Save water... 
every drop counts !!! 
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5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 
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Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and iive music. 
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Papin calls it a day 


PARIS (AFP) — Jean-Pieire Papin, 
one of the greats of French foot^, 
announced his retirement £rom the 
game on Tuesday. 

The 35-year-old striker, known 
affectionately in France as “JPF’, won 
54 caps for France, scoring 30 tunes. 
Often he partnered Eric Cantona up 
from. 

His career goals tally in club and 
international games was 326, 181 of 
them for Marseille. A small but quick 
and athletic player who specialised in 
acrobatic overiiead kicks, he was the 
top scorer in the French league for five 


seasons. 

After a six-year spell with Marseille 
be moved to AC Milan before stints 
with Bayern Munich, Bordeaux an^ 
finally, French second ^vision side 
Guingamp. 

The son of a footballer from 
Boulogne-sur-Mer in northern France, 
he was in the French side that finished 
third in the World Cup in Mexico. 

Other successes included two Italian 
league dries with AC Milan and their 
European Champions Cup win in 
1994. 

He also won the UEFA Cup in 1996 


with Bayern Munich although by then 
injuries were beginning to slow him 
down. 

Michel Platini described him as 
strong personality with only one aim 
— to score goals." 

Gerald HouUier, the current 
Liverpool coach who was in charge of 
France in 1992-93, said: “He became 
an exceptional striker, the sort that you 
don’t see nowadays. I hope he will 
now Stan teaching the young to help 
French football progress.” 


Jansher 
drops out 
of world 
squash 
open 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Former squash world 
champion Jansher BChan of 
Pakistan said Tuesday he 
had pulled out of the World 
Open Squash 

Championship because of a 
groin injury. 

The championship is 
scheduled to start in Qatar 
November 29. ‘ 

*^y groin injury has 
beal^ up and I am feeling 
much better, but on doc- 
tor's advice I have decided 
not to play in the World 
Open," Jansher told.AFP. 

Jansher said he was con- 
fident he would bounce 
back, saying “everyone 
will see when I regain my 
place, with Allah's bless- 
ings." 

The 29-year-oId under- 
went surgery on both knees 
in July and hopes to be 
fully fit in thr^ w«ks' 
rime. 

“1 would love to play for . 

Pakistan^ ^ 

years and w^l regain ray 
top place in 1999,'' Jansher 
vowed. 

The six-times British 
Open champion lost his 
world number one ranking 
to Scotland's Peter Nicol 
last February and subse- 
quently his British Open 
crown to Nicol in April. 

The eight-rimes world 
champion, now sixth in ±e 
rankings, did not partici- 
pate in last year's world 
open in Malaysia due to 
persona] reasons. 

Australian Rodney Eyles 
won the world title. 


South Korea gymnasts 
out of Aslan Games 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean women’s artistic 
gymnasts have been witii- 
drawn firom next montii’s 
Asian Games after four 
competitors failed drug 
tests, officials said 'Riesday. 

llie Korea Gymnastics 
Association (KGA) also 
fired three coaches of the 
squad for the Bangkok 
Games. 

“We decided to withdraw 
the women's artistic gym- 
nastics after four of our six 
athletes tested positive for 
banned diuretics," So Jung- 
Ho, an KGA spoltfsmaa, 
told AFP. 

The four were banned for 
two years. They were found 
to have used diuietics dur- 
ing fi«sh drug tests two 
weeks ago for all South 
Korean gymnasts and 


swimmers. 

The tests were carried out 
after a swimmer and two 
gymnasts failed earlier 
tests. The swimmer was 
also banned. 

'This is an unpreceden- 
teoded incident So harsh 
action is unavoidable in 
line with strict doping 
guidelines imposed by the 
^temarional Olympic 
Committee," said Kim Tae- 
Yong. a spokesman for the 
Korea Sports Council 
(KSC). 

Some 30 executive KGA 
members offered to resi^ 
after the Asiam Games to 
assume responsibility for 
the most serious doping 
case to hit South Korea. 

"We cannot avoid 
reproach for mismanage- 
ment All executive mem- 


bers of our association will 
tender their resignuions 
after the games,” So said. 

But he added that tests 
should have been carried 
out earlier. “Because of the 
time limit we could not 
replace the banned athlete. 
Tests should have been 
conducted at least three 
mouths earlier," he said. 

South Korea, with its 
Bangkok delegation now 
reduced to 538, including 
204 women, still hopes to 
pick up 70 medals to a^o 
beat Japan for second place 
in the medal standings 
behind China. 

South Korea had expect- 
ed at least one medal in the 
women’s artistic gymnas- 
tics. 


Wimbledon reports record profits 


LONDON (AP) — Thanks to record 
crowds and the sucdess of Britain’s 
Tim Heoman. this year's Wimbledon 
tennis championships produced a 
record profit of £33 million ($52.8 
‘‘mUliOa). 

The Lawn Tennis Association 
announced Monday that the 
Wimbledon surplus rose by 6.7 per 
cent over last year, due to improved 
TV and merchandising income and 
record 13-day crowds of 424,998 — 
up 20,000 on the previous mark. The 
LTA said Wimbledon “held off the 
challenge" of soccer's World Cup. 
wbich was taking place in France at 
the same time in June and July. 

The LTA reported increased sales of 
merchandise at the tournament fea- 
turing both Henman, who reached the 
seminnals, and fellow Brit Greg 
Rusedski, who withrew with an ankle 
injury during his first-round match. 


The LTA said the semifinal match 
between Henman and eventual cham- 
pion Pete Sampras attracted 12 mil- 
lion television viewers io ’ Brkaio, 
making it one of the top televised 
sporting events of the year. 

It's been a bumper year for British 
tennis, with Henman and Rusedski 
both breaking into the top 10, 
Rusedski winoning an elite “Super 9" 
tournament in Paris, Henman defeat- 
ing Andre Agassi in the final of the 
Swiss Open, and Britain returning to 
the World Group of the Davis Cup for 
the first time since 1992. 


Kafelnikov unhappy 
with his form 

MOSCOW (AFP) — World No. 10 Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
believes his form this season does not give him right to play 
in the ATP finals in Hanover later this month, ‘Sport 
Express' daily said Tuesday. 

“I am happy to play in such a significant tournament, but 
with the form I was showing this season I could not hope 
to appear there." said Russia’s top player. 

Kafelnikov said he was pleased to have clinched his berth 
at Hanover by winning his second consecutive Kremlin 
Cup tournament, but added: “If (Patrick) Rafter and 
(Richard) Krajicek had not refused to play in Hanover I 
would have finished the season lOtb in the world.” 

He said he-agreed with the words of Monica Seles, who 
said women’s tennis has hit a purple patch, while the ATP 
tour was experiencing hard times. 

'‘Men's tennis is in crisis now. Stefan Edberg has retired 
and Boris Becker does not ofien appear on the court and no 
shining individuals like Andre Ag^si or Pete Sampras have 
appeared in the recent time." 

He also said his countryman Marat Safin has what it takes 
to go all the way. 

“Marat is a mature player already with his own style. He 
is respected by the world’s strongest tennis players. He 
needs to get more e.xperience to become one of the best. 
His physical and teclmicai oppormnities are almost limit- 
less," said Kafelnikov. 




U.S. veteran John McEnroe Jubilates after he 

defeated Gu^ Forget of France in the final of the 
ATP Senbr Tour of Champions in Zagreb. 
McEnroe received ^0,000 for his victory. McEnroe 
won 6-1, 7-6 (7-4) (AFP photo) 


Jordan Hmes, Wednesday, November 18, 1998 


S. Korean officials 
charged with corruption 

SEOUL (AFP) — Prosecutors have chai^ 29 South 
Korean football officials with comiptioii, induding the 
of the national youth team, officials said 

Tuesday. 

Others chaiged include coaches for school and uni- 
versity teams. News reports said a referee was diatged with 
Tnareh rigging, but the report could not be confirmed. 

More tiian 10 parents of youths who allegedly bribed 
coaches to their sons get into college teams or to play 
in certain matches are also under investiganon. 

‘TVe are looking into the allegations,” said an official at 
the Korean Football Assodation (KFA). But no immediate 
action will be against national youth team coach Park 

Chang-SuD. who is alleged to have accepted cash in return 
for fevours. 

Tt is not the final verdict, and we don't plan to take any 
action lUfg firing him. We wait and seriously watch the 
matter,” die official said. 

Park Sang-In, a farmer top player in Soufii Korea, was 
charged of accepting a total of 22 million won 
(516,730) on 12 different occasions while coach of a high 
school in the southern city of Pusan. 

News rqiorts quoted prosecutors as saying tiiat of the 16 
people who gave Isribes to coaches had all managed to 
infi^iunre college and team selection. 

One referee of high school matches is alleged to have 
fixed a game on die request of a school coach, die Kyung 
Hyang daily said. 



Yevgeny Kafelnikov 


Super 

Bowl 

champs 

Denver 

still 

perfect 

KANSAS CITY (AFP) — 
Hie Denver Broncos are 
perfect through 10 games 
and playing like it 

Using offensive balance, 
depth and defease, the 
’Broncos, pasted • the' 
City Chiefs, 3 Pt 7>.. 
turning their rivalry into a 
rout. 

In the process, the 
Broncos became just the 
16ib National Football 
League team to start a sea- 
son 10-0 and the first 
since the Washington 
Redskins in 1991. 

Even without starting 
quarterback John Elway. 
who sat out with a rib 
injury, Denver continued 
to roll through the regular 
season. The Broncos have 
^n 15 straight games and 
are two games ahead of 
the J^ksonville Jaguars 
for the best record in the 
AFC. 

Terrell Davis rushed for 
111 yards and a touch- 
down, remaining on pace 
to shatter the NFL single- 
season records for rushing 
yards and TD$. Bubby 
Brisier. playing for Elway, 
completed 13-of-23 pass- 
es for 180 yards and added 
53 yards on the grouod — 
including a 38-yard touch- 
down run off a bootleg. 

Even with most of the 
starters resting by the start 
of the fourth quarter, 
Oenver was able to rout 
Kansas City, which was 
trying to avenge a home 
playoff loss to ' the 
Broncos last year and sal- 
vage its season. 


Sydney 2000 organisers 
falling short on sponsors 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The organisers of 
the Sydney 2000 01ynq>ic Games 
admitted Tuesday they were behind 
schedule in signing op corporate spon- 
sors for the Games. 

But in the Sydney Organising 
Committee for the Olympic Games' 
(SOCOG) annual report submitted to 
the parliament in Sydney’s home state 
of New South Wales, organisers said 
tb^ still expected to meet their revenue 
targets. 

‘Overall, total sponsorship revenue 
targets are expected to be achieved, 
however to date the receipt of sponsor- 
ship revenue has been later than budget 
due to delays in signing contracts.” the 
report sud. 

Organisers hc^ to raise A$874 mil- 
liointS650.6'TnaKon)-^hrough sponsor-' 
ships, but less than two years fiom the 
Gaines had not -even, secured $200 mil- 
lion of that total, a senior official said 
recently. 

To date, the organising committee has 
signed up 13 Australian and 1 1 interna- 
tional businesses as 'Team Millennium 
Sponsors." with each paying $25-50 
nffiUon. 

A SOCOG spokesman said sponsors 


had committed the funds but the formal 
signing of agreements bad been delayed 
by legal discussions. 

"It’s no big deal. We’re still proceed- 
ing along merrily but we've got to dot 
all the *i*s* and cross all the 't's,'” he 
said. 

The annual report also revealed the 
salary bOl for senior executives bad 
more than doubled in the last year, even 
though only six additional executives 
had been hired. 

Id the last year, 23 executives were 
paid a total of $5.73 million, compared 
to fee $2.62 million paid to H top-level 
executives & year earlier. Besides spoa- 
soEShips. the organisers of the Sydney 
Games expect to raise some $1.03 bil- 
lion through the sale of various televi- 
sion rights. $6(X). mzilion from tickets, 
$65 million from the sale of consumer 
products and another $25 million from 
other sources. 



World Cup flops Italy, 
Spain take centre stage 


MILAN (AFP) — Italy take 
on Spain on Wednuday 
night in a friendly between 
the two biggest flops of die 
last World Cup. 

Italy bowed out of the 
quarter-finals on penalties 
to hosts and eventual win- 
ners France, while Spain 
failed to make it past file 
group phase. 

Bofe countries sacked 
their coaches in the after- 
math of France 98 — 
Cesaie Maldini malting way 
for Dino Zoff and Javier 
Clemente being replaced by 
Jose Antonio Camacho. 

On Wednesday they meet 
at Salerno's Are^ st^um. 
where a powerful firework 
exploded during 

Horentma’s UEFA Cup tie 
against Swiss club 
Grasshopper on November 
3, fotemg the match to be 
abandon^ 

Local officials have 
promised tight security as 
Italy seek to continue dieir 
solid start to the Zoff era, 
following Euro 2000 quali- 
fying wins over Wales and 
Switzerland. 

The Italian coach will 
have to do without injured 


Juventus • ace Alessandro 
Del Piero, who scored both 
goals in the 2-0 win over die 
Swiss but who is now out 
for at least five months. 

Del Piero joined World 
Cup centre-forward 

Ct^tian Vieri on the casu- 
alty list, with the latest addi- 
tion coming on Sunday 
when Inter's 20-yearold 
ace Nicola V^ntola twisted 
knee ligaments. 

Filippo Tnxaghi will lead 
die attack alongside AS 
Roma's rising star 

Francesco Totti; with 

Parma’s Enrico Chiesa as 
the only reserve. 

Tbtti wni not be short of 
famiti ar feces as Zoff has 
called up the entire Roma 
midfield — Loi^ Di 
Biagio, Eusebio Di 

Francesco and Damiano 
Tommasi. 

' The midfield has become 
the weak tink in the Italian 
team, a feet reflected in the 
number of foreign midfield- 
ers at top clubs Juventus, 
AC Milas and Inter Milan. 

Spain will just be grateful 
to avoid defeat as they 
recover from a disastrous 
start to their Euro 20(X) 


' 1 'Ye 


PHILADELPHIA 


Lawrence Fishbume & 
Sam Neill .. in 

EVENT HORIZON 

Shows; 12:30,3:30,6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 




CINEMA 


IEL3ti99238 


Julia Roberts & 
Richard Gere .. in 

PRETTY WOMAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


FUkZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Hunvidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 1BL:5677420 

CONCORD 


DEEP IMPACT 

Shows; 12’J0.3'JO,6;00,8:15,10JO 


BODYGUARD 

Shows; 3:30,5:30 


CINEMA Ta:»W793 

GALLERIA 1 

w ■ — 

■ ABDOUN 
yp<vw.cns.com.}o^alleria 

Antonio Banderas .. in 

THE MASK 
OF ZORRO 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




GALLERIA 2 

ABPOUN 

www.cns.com.Jo/Galleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6-30. 8:30, 10:30 


campaign — a humiliating 
3-2 upset s^ainst Cyprus' 
semi-professionals which 
hastened Clemente's exit. 

Th^ came back to beat 
Russia 2-0 in a friendly and 
Israel 2-1 in a qualifier, and 
on Wednesday will again be 
lo<dting to Real ace RauL 

But Camacho is withooi;\ 
defender Fernando Hieixo 
and midfielder Luis Enrique 
throu^ injury and on 
Monday he lost Atietico 
Madrid midfielder Jordi 
T.Brdin, whose fatiiCT is 
undergoing heart surgery 
this week. 

Camacho, who has been 
busy raiding the ranks of 
Mallorca and Celta Vigo to 
put togetiier this week’s 
feam, defended his selec- 
tion. 

“Hie reason udiy the 
squad has only one player 
each from Real Madrid and. ir 
Barcelona is because they \ 
have so many foieignets in I 
their teams," he said. There 
is hardly anyone for me to 
choose from.” 


Hid:^ Yanes 'faea to* 

. iai46t5iSS- • i 


Watch out for 
the nevr play 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising a^ndes. 
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LOCAL 
SPORTS 
SCENE 

Street to be named after Nazmi Af Saeed 

AMMAN — Amman Mayor Nidal Madid Tuesday announced that the Amman 
Municipality Council will name one of the capital's streets after the late Nazmi AJ 
Saeed, one of Jordan's pioneers in sports, who passed away last Friday. Hadid lauded 
AJ Saeed. whose last post was head of the Sports Department at A1 Ra’i Arabic daily 
and President of the Jordan Sport Media Federation, as a leading figure in Jordanian 
sports for the past 40 years. 

Minister reviews Pan-Arab Games preparations 

AMMAN — Head of the Ministerial Committee of ±e P^-Arab Games Sheikh Issa 
Ben Rashid AI Khalifa and Minister of Culture and Youth Talal Sataan A1 Hassah 
Wednesday will hold a press conference at Al Hussein Youth City to review prepara- 
dons for the 9th Pan-Andi Games which will be held in Amman Aug. 15-31 1999. 
Meanwhile. Egyptian Minister of Higher Education Mufeed Shihab arrived here 
Tuesday to take part in the meetings of the Arab Ministerial Committee for You± and 
Sports, which starts here today. The Committee has been formed by the Council of 
Arab Ministers of Youth and Sports to follow up on preparations for the Games. 
OfRcials from the Arab League. Assistant Secretary General Sweidan Daw and Youth 
and Sports Department Director Hani Mustafa, also arrived to take part in the meeting. 

Handball team to leave for Dammam Friday 

AMMAN — Jordan's national handball team Friday leaves for the Saudi city of 
Dammam to participate in West Asian Qualifiers for the World Handball 
Championship fmals which will be held in Egypt next year. The team will be compet- 
ing against Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and Bahrain. The Kingdom's team will play two 
friendly matches against the Saudi teams of Al Nour and KhaleeJ before the qualifiers. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


Pressure takes its toll on Rafter 


SYDNEY fAFP) — Pat 
Rafter has cut almost ail his 
immediate commercial com- 
mitments to ensure he can 
concentrate on playing tennis 
.;.'hen he returns from a 
iionth-Iong layoff in mid- 
December. his manager said 
Tuesday. 

Steve Rafter, his manager 
and brother, .said Pat over- 
committed himself in 
•Australia earlier this year and 
too many tournaments 
throughout the season affect- 
ed his performance. 

“*He woh't be. doing any 
press unl^ tie has to, ''he's'*'' 
jiist U^h^tok^paUthat-IoNC’'' ' 
key ^ just relax." Steve 
Rafter said 

"He needs to cut it back and 
try to keep things u little bit 
sane for hhnself." 

Rafter Is taking a break at 

Is home in Bermuda before 
fCtuming to Australia for 


Christmas following his most 
successful year on the ATP 
Tour, which included six sin- 
gles titles including his 
defence of the U.S. Open. 

A knee injury brought the 
25-year-o1d’$ season to a pre- 
mature close earlier this 
month, forcing him to relin- 
quish his chance to become 
the first Australian to claim 
the No.l world ranking since 
Davis Cup captain John 
Newcombein 1974. 

He won’t be stepping on a 
tennis court or picldng up a 
racquet di^ghisti6tr''-n' n 

"Ldst he flat out' 
bdrausf' He 'Came dfid hie ' ' 
had charily and press and 
sponsor commitments." Steve 
Rafter said. 

"So this time he's taking a 
clean month off where he's 
not going to do anything, just 
doing his own thing." 

He said Pat was disappoint- 


rtt' 


ed at the early end to the sea- 
son but "it's not heart-break- 
ing for him. No. I is great but 
it's not the be all and end all 
to him. 

"He’s not dwelling on the 
missed opportunity but rather 
just appreciating the foct that 
he can rest up and be fiesb." 

Pat Rafter would definitely 
play at the Sydney 
International in early January 
as a leadup to the Australian 
Open in Melbourne starting 
Jtmuaiy 18, but was undecid- 
ed about the South Australian 
'Open' teginniDg = January '4; 
his brother Said; 
’■''PWbrmanCe' 6P ’his" fcnee 
would dictate the exact 
schedule. 

‘*He's going to have another 
test to check It out an X-ray 
of the cartilage around thie 
knee. 1 think it's just a little 
bit of wear and tear to carti- 
lage.'* 


Bahraini 
official lauds 
Jordan’s 
preparations 
for Pan-Arab 
Games 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
President of the Bahraini 
Youth Association Sheikh 
Issa Ben Hashed Al Khalifa 
Tuesday prmsed the gov- 
ernment's efforts to ensure 
the success of the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games, which will be 
held Aug. 15-31, 1999. 

In a sti^ment to Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, after 
an inspection visit to Al 
Hassan Sports City in 
Ibrid. Sheikh Issa 
expressed satisfaction with 
Jordan's preparations aod 
lauded the efforts of His 
Majesty King Hussein. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah to ensure the suc- 
cess of the event 

Sheikh Issa was accom- 
panied by Games Director 
Isam Arida. and members 
of a special Arab ministeri- 
al committee in charge of 
following up on the prepa- 
rations — Sweidan Ali 
Daw, the Arab League's 
Assistant Secretary 

General, and Hani Mustafa, 
director of the Sports 
Affairs Department at the 
League of Ar^ States. 

The committee members 
inspected the indoor multi- 
purpose sports hall, the 
Olympic swimming pool, 
the cfiving pool and the 
training haUs. _ ^ ^ 

Arida reNiewed ' tte 
preparations,' incluiifihgr 
mstallations. residence of 
delegations, and setting up 
an information centre 
which vrill be catering for 
the needs of media person- 
nel who will be covering 
the totimameni activities. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Juventus watch Van Hooijdonk 

NOTTINGHAM ( AFPj — Italian giants Juventus watched 
Pierre von Hooijdonk's return to goal.scoring ways with 
Nottingham Forest on Monday night. *rhe Serie A side had 
a representative at the City Ground when Van Hooijdonk 
scored in the 2-2 Premiership draw with East Midlands 
rivals Derby. It was the transfer-listed Dutchman'.s first 
goal since he brought his three-month strike to an end. 
Forest boss Dave Ba.ssctt confirmed: "Juventus had some- 
one watching the game. “1 don't know if they were watch- 
ing Pierre or not ^t there was certainly a Juventus repre- 
sentative in the stadium." Bas.sett is keen to offload the six 
'million pounds ($9 million t-raied striker and use the cosh 
strengthen his relegation-threatened squad, currently 
third from bottom in the English top flight. 

Former Olympic champion Danek dies 

PRAGUE t.AFPt — Former Olympic champion Ludvik 
Danek. who became the first discus thrower to smash the 
65 metre barrier, died after suffering a heart attack here 
Tue.sday. Danek. 61. won gold in the 1972 Olympics in 
Munich, silver in Tokyo in 1964 and bronze in Mexico in 
1 968. The dual world record holder retired in 1 978 but he 
retained his links with athletics, assisting the Czech 
Republic's Olympic Committee and the national athletics' 
association. 

Cambodian Asian Games team 
strapped for cash 

'FHNOM PENH lAFPj — Cambodia's team for the 13th 
Asian Games in Bangkok next month is seriously under- 
funded and unlikely to win a tnedai. .sports officials said 
Tuesday. The team of 70 competitors and 33 officials has 
been promised government funds but has yet to see the 
money, the secretary general for the National Olympic 
Commitee of Cambodia. Meas Sarin, said. He said the 
team would compete in 1 1 sports at an estimated cost of 
S2..100 a day. Other than football, the highe.st representa- 
tion would be in wushu. "The government has promised to 
give u.s the money but so far it's only on paper." Mea.s Sarin 
said. He said he was not optimistic the team would win any 
medals because of insufficient training and a lack of finan- 
cial support. 

Indonesia’s top swimmer skips 
Asian Games 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Indonesia’s top woman swimmer 
Cathering Surya will miss the Bangkok Asian Games 
because of a thigh injury sustained in training in Australia. 
“Her coach said the injury is quite serious, and that she has 
to be removed from the list of athletes who will go to 
Bangkok.’' Lukman Niode. head of the technical commis- 
sion of the Indonesian Swimming .Association tPRSI). told 
the Antara news agency. Surya won the gold medal in the 


lOOra freestyle at the Southeast Asian Games here last 
year. She had been hoping for gold medals at the Bangkok 
Games in the 100m a^ 200m butterfly. Indonesia’s hopes 
at the Asian Games, which start on December 6, now- rest 
on U.S.-based Rita Mariani in the 100m and 200m breast- 
stroke. 

Mets reinstate Phillips as manager 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Steve Phillips was reinstated as 
general manager of the New York Mets Monday, eight days 
after taking a leave of absence to attend to personal prob- 
lems and a possible claim of sexual harassment Pt^lips 
admined on November 8 to a consensual sexual relation- 
ship with a former Florida-based Mets employee who has 
threatened to file a sexual harassment suit Now, Phillips is 
to return to his job immediately but continue to undergo 
counseling. "We’re an organisation like most that depends 
on humans. We're human and humans make mistakes," 
said Dave Howard, the team's senior vice president of busi- 
ness and legal affairs. "We're not concerned with our 
image as we are with helping Steve.” Howard said that no 
lawsuit has been formally filed against Phillips or the team, 
but he would not discuss any details of the case. Team offi- 
cials last week said that there was ":fosolutely no basis” to 
the charge of harassment and would defend Phillips in any 
lawsuiL 

Sanchez banned for 2 years 

MEXICO (AFPl — Mexican Olympic and World 
Championship walker German Sanchez was banned for 
two years for taking drugs, sources here said. Sanchez test- 
ed positive for the anabolic steroid nandrolone at a 50*kilo- 
metre race in Mexico on April 5. He is believed to be 
preparing an appeal against the International Amateur 
.Athletic Federation action. Sanchez. 32. represented 
Mexico at the 1992 and 1996 Olympics and sevmtd World 
Champioruships but failed to win a medal. 


Injured Shearer back in two weeks 

NEWCASTLE (AFP) — England captain Alan Shearer 
could be back in action less than a fortnight after pickuig 
up the hamstring injury which put him out of Wednesday's 
friendly with the Czech Republic. The 28-y^-old 
Newcastle United striker underwent a scan on his right 
hamstring on Tuesday after being pulled off at half-time 
during the 1-1 draw with Sheffield Wednesday at St 
James' Park on Saturday. The examination revealed that die 
injury was relatively minor. “Alan has had his scan and it 
showed just a very slight tear,” said a Newcastle 
spokesman. "It seems to be a very minor injury, which is 
obviously good news for Alan and the club.” Newcastle do 
not play a g ain until they make the trip to Everton on 
Monday. November 23, but that game could come just too 
early for Shearer, the Magpies’ leading goalsoorer with 
eight so far this season, and it is more likely that he will 
return against Wimbledon five days later. 


Spanish seeds scattered as 
Chase Championships begin 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
and CoDchita Martinez, 
triumphant in the Fed 
Cup in September, tum- 
bled out of the first round 
Monday in the S2 million 
Chase Championships.. 

Martinez, the seventh 
seed, fell prey to 25-year- 
old Belgian Dominique 
Van Roost in the opemng 
match of the WTA season 
finale, 7-6 (9/7). 6-2. 

Romanian Irina Spirlea 
then dismissed the 
fourth-seeded Sanchez 7- 
6 (8/6), 6-1. 

It was Martinez's fourth 
opening-round loss at the 
event and dropped her 
all-time record in the 
tournament to just 6-10. 
Sanchez has lost in the 
opening round three of 
the last four years. 

Spirlea battled back 
from a 4-2 deficit in the 
first set and held serve to 
force a tiebreak. A pair of 
double faults by Sanchez 
enabled Spirlea to race to 
a 6-2 lead, but the reign- 
ing French Open champi- 
on saved four set points 
to pull even. Spirlea won 
the next point and 
claimed the set when 
Sanchez forehand missed 
the line by the narrowest 
of margins. 

The second set was all 
Spirlea. She won the first 
tl^e games, breaking 
Sanchez once in the 
process, and reeled off 
three more after Sanchez 
held for 3-1. 

"It was a long season," 
Sanchez said of her 
inability to raise her 
game, even at the 
prospect of the winner's 



Conchita Martinez 

prize here. ‘T'm tired.” 

Van Roost needed a lit- 
tle luck to take the open- 
ing-set tiebreak. but 
needed to do little more 
than keep the ball in play 
as a frustrated Martinez 
collapsed in the second 
seL 

Van Roost saved three 
set- points in the ninth 
game, then missed her 
own chance when 
Martinez saved a set 
point in the 12th game 
and forced the tiebreaker. 

Van Roost took a 5-2 
lead, then 6-4, but com- 
mitted three forehand 
errors on three set points 
before finally putting it 
away '9-7 on the fourth 
set point with a backhand 


that clipped the net cord 
and landed on the line as 
Martinez watched. 

"You don't expect these 
types of things,” - Van 
Roost said of &e lucky 
bounce. “But it was very 
important.” 

With nothing to show 
for the 61 -minute set 
other than a code viola- 
tion she received for 
comments made on file 
way back to her chair, 
Martinez looked disinter- 
ested at the start of the 
second set 

"It was a little bit iqihili 
after that,” Martinez con- 
ceded. "I think I was 
thinking a lot about the 
first set and missing 
those opportunities.” 


Van Roost took full 
advantage,' winning the 
fir^ tine games and 
agidn breaking 

Martinez's serve to go up 
5-1. She closed out the 
match two games later 
with a forelmd winner 
on her - second match- 
point oppoitaiuty. 

“She' was kind of tired 
and she was making more 
unforced errors,” Van 
Roost smd. 

Top seed and current 
World No. 1 Lindsay 
Davenport of the United 
States plays her opening- 
rouod match against 
Sandrine Testud of 
France on Wednesday. 


ITIH'** ' 


Popov hopes drug foruM wHf etear 
, Olympic drug doubts 


SYDNEY(AFP) — Russian 
sw immin g great Alexandre 
Popov has called on the 
Olympic movement to 
sp^ up attempts to finally 
define what is a banned 
drug. 

The International 

Olympic Committee is 
holding a drugs forum next 
February to find a way 
through the legal minefield 
posed by drug-testing pro- 
cedures which are increas- 
ingly challenged by the 
lawyers. 

The forum was called 
after ICXT President Juan- 
Antonio Samaranch ques- 
tioned whether Spanish rid- 
ers who deserted the Tour 
de France cycling race in 
July were fleeing possible 
sanctions for drug use. 

The Tour was engulfed by 
a drugs scandal when police 
raids uncovered widespread 
use of Eitbyropoietin 
— the hormone that boosts 
red blood cell production so 
important for stamina. 

*^e have got to the point 
in sport now when it's diffi- 
cult to say what exactly is a 
drug," Popov said Tuesday. 

“We’ve got to define 
exactly what you can take," 
added the Russian who has 
been based in Australia for 
the last six years. 

However, Popov, who 
turned 27 on Monday, 
believes Olympic winnen-i 
do not need drugs. 

“You have got to experi- 
ence the pain of training, 
knowing that pain'helps you 
make that extra push to win 
a gold medal," said the four- 
time Olympic gold medal- 
list who was voted onto the 
IOC co-ordination commis- 
sion overiooking the 
Sydney Games at Atlanta. 

Popov had an unhappy 
time in Atlanta, which he 
described as the U.S. cham- 
pionships, and hopes 
Sydney can make foreign 
aretes more welcome in 
2000. 

But he admits his quest for 
an unprecedented third 
Olympic sprint swimming 
gold medal at Sydney has 
been made har^r tiie 
introduction of semifinals, 
instead of the usual qualify- 
ing system of beats and 


finals. 

“ft will be harder than nor- 
mal but Sydney will be hard 
anyway. I'm getting old," he 
said. 

But he was not worried 
about a new rule on false 
starts which means any 
swimmer who dives beforv 
the gun will be immediate!}' 
disqualified instead of ha\ - 
ing a second chance. 

"I'm probably the slowest 
starter anyway, so it should- 
n't be a problem,” he said. 

Popov, who survived a 
Moscow street stabbing 
after the Atlanta Games, 
held out little hope for train- 
ing future generations of 
Australian swimmers. 

"I could give them some 
of my experience, tips on 
technique but 1 couldn't 
motivate swimmers." he 


said. 

And after Che Sydney 
Games he said he would 
probably take his wife Daria 
and son Vladimir to 


Switzeriand. 

‘Tvb been very happy in 
Australia but 1 like die idea 
of Switzerland,” he told 
AFP. 


I FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consist of 3 bedrooms , salon , dinning room , 
veranda , tow bath rooms , new modem furniture 
private central heating & telephone . 

Located At : SHMEISANI \ Behind Hotel 


KINDLY CALL BETWEEN 900 A.M • 0400 P.M AT TELEPHONE 5623809 


F=U FINISHED APARTIWIEIMT 

2nd floor, part of a house. • . 

2 bedrooms, 2 ba th rooms, family room, big open living 
area with dining room, big kitchen & utility area (mald'k 
& washing) 

Iblephone, nnpnrnlfi central hea ting. 
LoeaWm:4^Gn^,J^)alAmman(ck)setoSEM)assies). 

Call 59309S5 
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SNewK 

Lamburger 
j.d.0,600 

^rresistabfe%;:^^v-- ^ 


Com|>lefe 6eef| 
Burger Meel 
1.500 


Pizza 

Vbttr Choice 
5.000 


Prices 
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Timely Iraqi backdown 
sparks suspicions that 
Saddam was tipped off 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Iraq's timely backdown on 
U.N. arms inspections has 
raised suspicions here that 
President Saddam Hussein 
was tipped off that the 
launch of U.S. air strikes 
was only minutes away. 

U.S. officials say they 
have no evidence that 
Washington's war plans 
were betrayed and they note 
all Baghdad had to do was 
to tune in to CNN to hear 
that a U.S. attack was immi' 
neni. 

"1 don't know of any evi- 
dence that they were tipped 
off beyond the tips you 
could get from watcUng 
CNN. which is not to say 
they have might not have 
been," a U.S. official said. 

But the Pentagon in partic- 
ular is taking a close look at 
what happened to see if the 
air strii^ ordered Friday 
night by President BUI 
Clinton were compromised 
by a security breach, a 
defence official said. 

The strikes, set for 
Saturday, were less than an 
hour away when the news 
came that Baghdad was 
sending a letter to the 
United Nations promising 
unconditional cooperation 


with U.N. arms inspecuons. 

“NVithout a doubt there's 
either a high le^’el of coinci- 
dence or it may be an indi- 
cation he might have had 
real information.” the 
defence official said. 

“What you look at is to see 
if you can do it better the 
nen time if there are some 
sort of operational security 
issues," the officiai said. 

The Pentagon believed 
that if its forces in the Gulf 
struck Saturday they could 
stiU have some tactical 
advantage because Baghdad 
had not yet dispersed all its 
forces, leaving them more 
vulnerable to attack, the 
Pentagon official said. 

At £e same time, though, 
there was intense specula- 
tion in the media that an 
attack could come at any 
time. And there were other 
diplomatic signals as w’eU 
that Washington was getting 
ready to act. 

Questions about a possible 
attack were raised at a 
Friday affemoon closed- 
door session of the U.N. 
Security CouncU. 

An aide to U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan 
received a call in the meet- 
ing at 6:15 p.m. from a 


Peace activists 
protest Jewish 
settler outposts 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
peace activists demanded 
Tuesday that the army dis- 
mantle seven Jewish settle- 
ment outposts on remote 
West BanJc hills and said 
they would appeal to the 
supreme court if the order 
was not given by the end of 
the week. 

The outposts, consisting of 
several trailers each, have 
been set up since last 
month's Mideast peace sum- 
mit during whach Israel 
agreed to withdraw from 13 
per cent of the West Bank by 
the end of January. 

Jewish settler leaders said 
they have been setting up the 
outposts because they do not 
want the land to fall Into 
Paiestinian bands in the 
future. 

They were encouraged ear- 
lier this week by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon who said settlers 
“should move, should run. 


should grab more hills, 
expand the territory." 

U.S. State Deponent 
spokesman James Rubin said 
Monday that Sharon's state- 
ment served to “undermine 
the trust and confidence” 
needed to make peace. 

Sharon's ministiy. in turn, 
said in a statement Tuesday 
that it was 'taken aback” by 
Rubin's comments, saying 
Sharon's point had been the 
need to stcengthening exist- 
ing settlements. 

However, the Israeli daily 
Haaretz said Sharon's call to 
seize hilltops appeared to be 
contradicting a quiet pledge 
by Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to the United 
States more than a year ago 
that settlements would only 
be expanded to “immediate- 
ly contiguous" areas. This 
would exclude the .settling of 
areas several hills removed 
from the nearest built-up 
land. Haaretz said. 


Herzog starts visit 


(CiNitiniied irom page 1) 

Herzog said such dcNvlop- 
ment should start as soon as 
possible, adding that “we 
should not wait until the r^on 
is {compleiely stable]." 

The talks, which were 
described by the Crown Prince 
as “useful and constructive.'' 
also focused on bilateinl rela- 
tions. characterised by strong 
financial and development 
cooperation. 

“Jordan and Germany have 
close relations, one of the best 
conceivable relationships, not 
only at the diplomatic level 
but also in terms of the net- 
work of contacts between us," 
said Heizog, whose address 
was translated from German 
into English. 

Aocoi^g to official figures, 
the Kingdom is ffie largest 
recipient of German aid per 
capita. 

Herzog added that his coun- 
&y intends to continue focus- 
ing cn cooperation with Jondan 
because of the Kingdom's jw - 
otal role in advancing regional 
peace. 

Later, at a dinrier banquet in 
honour of die German presi- 
dent and his wife. Prince 
Hassan hailed the friendship 
between the two countries, 
expressing Jordanians' pride in 
the bilalei^ ties of close coop- 
eration. 

Recalling the “crucial sup- 
port .provided by Germany 
during the critical period of thie 
Gulf War in 1991,“ the Crown 
Prince said Jordon was “punic- 
ulariy relieved diut the most 


recent Gulf crisis has been 
peacefully resolved during the 
lost few days.” 

He called for a regional code 
of conduct, stressing the urgent 
need for a comprehensive 
<^)prouch for cooperation in 
security, econwiiics and cul- 
ture, in the Middle East or 
West .^ian region. 

Reiterating Jordan's “firm 
commitment to human rights." 
Prince Has.san expres.<ied to his 
guests the Kingdom's Impa- 
tience “to aclueve balance 
progress in all their dimen- 
sions.” 

The Crown ftince and HRH 
Princess Sorvuch earlier 
received the German President 
and Mk. Heizog. Prince 
Hassan. and on behalf of King 
Hussein, decorated the 
German president with die AI 
Hussein Ben Ali Medal. 

The German president his 
wife, and their accompanying 
delegation are scheduled to 
stay in Jordan until Thursday. 

Today. Herzog's agenda 
includes the inauguration of a 
wastew'aier meaiment plant in 
the northern govemorate of 
Irbid, where he will also 
receive a honorary doctorate 
from the Jordan University for 
Science and Technology. 

Mrs. Herzog is scheduled to 
tour the Boqa'a refugee camp 
and local NGOs. 

On Thursday morning, after 
on inter-cultural rouiidiable, 
die two will leave for a short 
visit of the rose-red city of 
Petra tuid the Red .Sea port of 
Aqubu. 


Pentagon reporter advising 
him that a decision hod been 
made to launch air strikes. 
U.N. sources said. 

The aide passed the infor- 
mation to .Annan who then 
confronted the U.S. repre- 
sentative Peter Burleigh, 
asking him if it was true and 
expressing concern about 
the safety of remaining U.N. 
personnel in Iraq, the source 
said. 

Russian Ambassador 

Sergei Lavrov also asked 
Burleigh if it were true that a 
decision had been made to 
attack, the sources said. 

Burleigh refused to 

answer the questions, but 
the more than 30 people in 
the room were left with the 
strong impression that an 
attack was imminent, the 
sources said. 

The meeting, devoted to 
discussing the contents of an 
appeal to Iraq, broke up at 
9:00 p.m. shortly after 
Burleigh infonned the mem- 
bers that he had new instruc- 
tions and there was no 
longer any time to send a 
letter to Baghdad. 

As he left the session, 
Annan told reporters that 
“ev’enis on the ground may 
be running away from us." 


Pollard’s 

bid 

to block 
prisoner 
release 
rejected 

TELAVIV(AP) — Israel's 
Supreme Court rejected an 
appeal Tuesday to prevent 
Israel from releasing 
Palestinian prisoners until 
an American who spied for 
the Jewish state is released 
as well. 

The appeal was submit- 
ted Monday on behalf of 
Jonathon Pollard, who is 
serving a life sentence in a 
federal prison in North 
Carolina. Pollard was 
arrested outside the Israeli 
embassy in Washington in 
1985 and convicted of turn- 
ing over secret documents 
to Israel while serving as a 
naval intelligence officer. 

His ca.se was highlighted 
recently when Israel tried 
to hinge its agreement to a 
U.S.-brokered peace 
accord with the 
Palestinians on Pollard's 
release. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton smd he would 
review Pollard'-s case. 

Pollard's wife Esther said 
Tuesday the court had 
failed to recognise a com- 
mitment she said she was 
given by the Israeli govern- 
ment to ensure her hus- 
band's release os part of the 
deal peace. 

“The fact is that we had a 
clear promise from the 
prime minister and the cab- 
inet that not a single terror- 
ist would go free until 
Jonathan's release was 
a.ssured," she said. 



PRO-OCALAN RALLY: Kordish women amongst some 4,000 Kurdish demonstrators who came from ail over 
Western Europe, shoot dftgaiis during a march in downtown Rome in support of PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan 
on Viesday. Ocalan was arrested in Rome Thursday when be stepped off a plane from Moscow where he was 
seeldng political asylum (AP photo) 


Suspected Islamists step up attacks 
on Algerian civilians; 8 people killed 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Subjected Islamists murdered 
ei^t people and v^ounded 10 
others in an overnight attack at 
Khemis MUiana, some 100 
kilomeoes from Algiers, secu- 
rity forces said Tu^day. 

Security forces said a “ter- 
rorist group" carried out 
Monday night's “cowardly 
assassinations" in the Ain 
Deflu region west of the coi- 
tal. but ^ve no further dei.nils 
of the raid. 

Government fevees had 
already “launched an intensive 
search operation for those who 
carried out diis criminal 
attack.'* on offidal statement 
said. 

The term '“terrorists" is used 
by President Liamine 
2^roual's ^vemmem for 
aimed Islamists who launched 
a bloody insuigency offer the 
January 1993 canceliaiion of 
the second round of general 
elections the Islamic Sdvation 
Front (FIS) was set to wiiL 


Press reports on Tuesday 
said that a woman was tortured 
and hadeed to death on 
Sunday when she was caught 
at a false roadblock put up by 
Islamists in the Tissemsih 
region bordering on Ain DeCI& 

Several other people were 
injured when die guerrillas 
manning the Islamist road- 
block at Missoum. Southwest 
of the capital qiened fire, 
Libeite and Al Khabar dailies 
reported. 

The woman was mur- 
dered fell out of a van when 
the driver tried to force his way 
through the ambush. The 
new^iopers said she was tor- 
tured dec^tated and then 
hadeed limb from Umh. 

EsefoUshing felse chedic- 
poims modelled cm those of 
die secuTTiy forces has long 
been a tactic used by the 
armed Islamists, who have 
offen targeted dvzliaos io a ter- 
ror campaign alongside dieir 
fi^t a^inst die amiy and 


poUce. 

In ad at least 60,000 people 
are estimated to have bm 
killed since the start of the 
uprising and the subsequent 
outlawing of the FIS. 

After a period of reUttive 
calm, violence has escalated in 
Algeria over the last week, 
e^iecnally in the area aiound 
the capital 

On Thursday, 18 people 
were IdDed by susqiec^ 
Islamists in Moussa 
>^iderahmane, around 100 
kilcmietres west of Algiers. 

Five women and eight cMI- 
dren under 12 years old had 
their throats cut, radio reports 
said. 

A lod)] govmiiiidit officii 
was amcxig four people 
abducted whfle driving the 
same' day near Kadiria, 80 
kilonieires west of the 

The body of <me of these 
people and a tcicbed vehicle 
was later found, according to 
press reports. 


Also Tbuisday, IS armed 
Islamists were IdUed during a 
military operation at Djexi^ 
in the Lakhdaria hills west of 
Algiers. 

On Saturday, an armed 
gtoi 9 murdered a retired lioi- 
tenant colonel in front of his 
bouse in Tizi Ouzou, tile chief 
town in the ea^em^ Kabylie 
district 

Aimed groups staged sever- 
al attacks Sunc&y, aexording to 
pness r^x>rts. 

Two pec^e were seriously 
wounded near ihe soidh-east- 
em town of Batna when two 
bombs exploded <m a moun- 
tain road, the Al Khabar paper 
said. 

armed islamists near Rq^iaia, 
30 kilometies east of the capi- 
tal, the El Watan daily said. 

Al Khabar also iqxnted dial 
24 amied klamists, including 
a diie^ were arrested in M'sila 
as the group was piqiaring to 
cany out attadcs. 


Bahais warn of fresh 
persecution in Iran 


Egypt to renovate 
Islamic monuments 


PARIS I R) — French members 
of the Bahai friiti) sdd cn 
Tuesday that fellow believers in 
Iran were the taiget of a new 
wave of peisecudon, caught in 
a pow-er struggle between 
reformists and hardliner 
Islamists. 

'‘When there is a struggle for 
power, it is always tiie minori- 
ties who are cau^t in between 
and become sc^^oats." Foad 
Saberan. a Frenchman of 
Iranian origin, told a news con- 
ference marking tbe l(X)th 
onniveisary of an otganised 
French Bahai coninuiniQ>'. 

He said Iran's 3S0J)00 
Bdiais were persecuted by 
Islamists seeking to undermine 
President Mohammad 

Khatami, a moderate Shiite 
cleric. ‘The president is clearly 
a humanist who favours pio- 
teciing religious minorities. His 
overtures to Iranian rhri<fians 
are unprecedenr^ in - banian 
history. Because of thai hard- 
liners are hying to strangle the 
Bahais," Sabei^ said. 

Khatami plans to itisit Bance 
in February, his first visit to a 


European counoy since being 
elect^ in 1997. Tbe French 
Bahais said they planned to 
appeal to him thra in frivour of 
co-religionists in Iran, includ- 
ing severed sentenced to death. 

The Bahai faith originated 
from a Muslim splinter group 
in Tran 150 years ago. It claims 
six million membeis world- 
wide, including in raairdy 
Muslim Iran, where it is offi- 
cially termed “a misleading and 
waywafosecL" 

Bah^ abroad say more than 
200 membeis of their faith have 
been executed in Iran for their 
religious beliefr since the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

The Hrench Bahais accused 
Iranian authorities last month 
of launching a crack- 
down a^inst Bahais in 14 
cities, anestmg 36 people and 
looting more than 500 homes. 

Those aa e s ted were profes-' 
sofs and teachers conducting 
“open univeisity”-type courses 
for young Bah^ sak) by their 
French fellow belkvets to be 
banned by tbe authorities from 

attending uiuveisities. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Tbe 
Eg^)tian government will 
reJe^ $71 miUJoa to restore 
161 tbrratened monuments in 
Cairo's old Islamic section, a 
government newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

Tbe 18-month restoration 
project, which tbe cabinet is 
expected to adopt this month, 
wi^d be carri^ out in four 
stages. Al Abram said. 

Phase one will see tiie 
restoration of 43 monuments, 
anodier 27 will be fixed iqj in 
the second sta^ 37 in tbe 
third phase and 39 others in 
thefi^ stage. 

At present, more than 15 
monuments are undergoing 
lenovaiiOT. Al Ahram said. 

One of the area's gems, tbe 
18th cenn^ Musa&khana 
palace, with its Ottoman 
architecture, was destroyed in 
a fire OcL 22. 

The Islanuc quarter con- 
tains 174 Islanuc monu- 
ments, seven of which are in 
private hand.% a report sub- 
mitted to the cabinet said. 

In addition, 245 femilies 


live either in Islamic mcHou- 
ments or in adjacent build- 
ings, tiie rqxvt said. 

The Cfnited . Nations 
EducationaL Scientific and 
Culniral Otgacisation's world 
heritage committee will dis- 
cuss at its Dec. 2-7 meeting in 
Kyoto frfflding a -three-year 
programme to rehabilitaie 
Islamic Cairo. 

Cmro's old Islamic section 
has been on tbe committee's 
world heritage' site list sincB 
1979. 

Another government news- 
paper Teported Tues^ that 
the culture ministry had sent a 
iqxut to tbe U.S. Ccmgiess 
'‘refuting all^atkms the 
Eg>^an government- was 
deliberately n^ecting the 
restOTation of Coptic [minori- 
ty Egyptian Orthodox 
Cbrikianj mooumeDts.” 

'The . govermnuit recendy 
aUocafed ' 57.4 ' mzUion to 
restem the Hanging Cbutch” 
ID Old (Coptic) CfflTO, which 
. was seriously damaged by the 
1992 earfoqu^, AI Akhbar 
said. ' 


Prayers, flowers mark Luxor massacre anniversary 


LUXOR (R) — Muslim and 
Buddhist prayers were offered 
and flowers laid at the temple 
in Luxor on Tuesday where 
Islomi.sts slaughtered 58 for- 
eign tourists one year ago. 

The ambassadors of Japan 
and Switzerland put red and 
white wTCaths <it the C^ueen 
Hatshepsut temple to mari; the 
first anniversary of the mas- 
sacre, in which four Egyptians 
were also killed. 

“We found it appropriate K> 
commemorate the massacre 
as we are the two nations 
which had the most victims," 
Swiss Ambassador Blaise 
Godet told Reuters before he 
flew for Luxor. 

"We wiy simply wanted to 
pay tribute to the viuiims, to 


walk aiound the temple and 
be in spirit widi the victims.” 
La.st year, Islamists turned the 
3,500-year-old temple into a 
blood both as they shot and 
hacked the tourists in tiie 
bloodiest attack in Egypt since 
Islamists groups launched an 
armed struggle for a purist 
Islamic .state in 1992. 

Egyptian official media 
mostly ignewed tiie anniver- 
sary. 

The government wants to 
put the incident behind it and 
has kept iq> an aggressive 
campaign to lure tourists back 
loEs'pt. 

The attack devastated 
^ypt's tourism sector for a 
while, but ofllciaLs and ti>ur 
openiiois say recovery is 


under way. 

The govemment has 
stopped releasing monthly 
figures for tourist arrivals 
since June, when Egypt had 

250.000 visitors, compared to 

299.000 in June 1997. 

Egypt earned $3-7 billion 

from tourism in -fised 1996/7 
(July-June). Economy 
Miiiister Youssef Boutros- 
Ghali has said the attack cost 
the economy about $500 mil- 
lion. A Western economist put 
die damage at about double 
that 

Foreign countries have 
offered greater security coop- 
eration to Egypt, wfaiefa has 
tightened security at tourist 
sites. 

Egyptian guards armed with 


machine guns stood watch at 
the tensile and from surround- 
ing hills as hundreds of 
tourists nulled around tbe site 
under a clear blue sity and in 
mild weather. 

Some touii^ spontaneous- 
ly joined prayers at thetenqile 
Ity Egyptian and Japanese 
officiak from the local opeta- 
ux* of the J^3on Travel Bureau 
which organised some of the 
victims' tours. 

“In Japanese we said a spe- 
cial tine&minute prayer for 
tiie dead and then we proceed- 
ed to the temple and offered 
tbe flowers,” said Masaznichi 
Nakano, die operator's gener- 
al manager. 

"Ws prayed as Muslims and 
Budcih'ists but the purpose was 


the same.” be said. *Tt was for 
tbe victims and to avoid such 
iocidoits io the future.'' A 
Buddhist priest anived in the 
-aftsiuooD to [xay. 

Tbe irictiins included 35 
Swiss ^ 10 Japanese. 
British, Gennao and 
Colombian touiisB were also 
killed in the attack, carried out 
by six gunmen dk ginyd as 
policemea. 

The Oamaa Islamiya 
(Islanuc Group), the largest 
Islamist group fi ghting the 
govemment, claimed respon- 
sibility. 

But political analy^ say the 
killiiig wakened the group, 
ending its .support and sharp-, 
ening internal 


Man with 90 wives 
seeks 10 more 

'new DELHI (AFP) — A 
74-year-old Ind^ wants to 
ma^ 10 more tiroes to notch 
a record 100 wivvs. 
Udayanath Dakhin Ray from 
the eastern state of Orixsa told 
the Asian Age be would not 
stop unless he added 10 
women- to his “bevy of 
‘maharanis’ (queens]... 1 must 
have 100 wives before I die. 

In fact, I know I wiH” Ray 
said he believed in 
mono^my as a young man 
but his fiia marriage turned 
SO.UT his in-laws forcibly 
10 ^ their dau^ter away 
from him. Ray's attempt to 
win her back foiled so he 
started his tale of “revenge." 

Forced friendliness 
object of lawsuit 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Five 
women employees of'a m^or 
U.S. supeimadc^ chain say 
th^ are bang sexually 
harassed by customers 
because tb^ employer 
frxees them to smile at 
patrons and make eye cou- 
tacL The women said on 
Monday they have filed dis- 
crimjoatim charges agninst 
Safeway with federal and 
scale foil emplttyinent agen- 
cies to stop tiie [xactice — as 
a fost step in a planned law- 
suit agaiiisc the company. In 
tbe'ir cooq>laint, th^ allege 
tiiat a striedy cus- 

tomer servkte programme 
forces Safeway empl^ees to 
smile and make eye contact 
with customers and that ha 
led to a fuller incidence of 
sexual harassment. 

Presidential candidate 
attacks TV host 

ALMATY (R) — A 
Kazakhstan television 
interviewer won a floral 
tribute when he compared a 
presidential candidate to a 
drunk — the offended 
politician hurled a vase of 
flowers at him during a live 
broadcast. Gani Kasyniov, 
one of seven challengers to 
President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev in an election 
due in January, grabbed ili( ' 
missile during a late-nigh', 
talk show when the hosr 
compared his surprise deci- 
sion to stand to that of an 
unpredictable drunk. “You 
j»obably think you deserve 
flowers for that question," < 
Kasymov said before let- 
ting fly. His aim was poor, 
however, and the host 
calmly brought the pro- 
gramme to an immediate 
end. 

Bungling drug 
smugglers sentenced 

LONDON (R) — A drugs 
.smuggler and two accom- 
plices whose lorry got stuck 
in a London tunnel during a 
police surveillance opetatioD ' 
were sentenced to long 
prison sentences on Monday. 
The three were arrested in 
London's Blackwall tunnel 
in February after they failed 
to notice ibeir lony was too 
tail to make it through the . 
p^sage. They were "found - 
with SO kilogrammes of 
betoin with a street value of ^ 
$10.03 mlUion. The incident 
Ivou^t large parts of 
London's be^ily-coogested 
road network to a halL 

Torhbstones pave 
Athens sidewalks 

ATHENS (AP) — 1;.; 
Greece’s vetsion of derm^ 
row — just a short stroll 
from pmUameiiu The tomb- 
stone of Aggela Koutelalds 
was pan of the sidewalk in 
ceoti^ Synt^ma square 
until Tuesday atiien the mar- 
ble slab was pried up. The 
hasty removal followed a 
public ouEciy torn media 
reports that tombstones taken 
fr^ the capital's public 
cemeteries were allegedly 
being used to fix the square's 
marble sidewalks. City hall 
officials denied that such 
slabs were used in 
Syntagma, ahhwgh they 
admitt^ tbe - mnnicqxUity. 
recycled marble -graves that V;. 
were DO longo' being used 
“Ws never use marble with 
inscriptionsr Deputy Mayor 
Illas Skaleos told dt^evision 
statiofL 


